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[Begin Tape 1 Side A] 


ETTINGER 


STROM MARTIN 


ETTINGER 


STROM MARTIN 


Today is August 18 th 2003 This is Professor Patrick Ettinger 
from Cal State University Sacramento I m sitting m the offices 
of former Assemblywoman Virginia Strom Martin who s 
graciously agreed to participate in our oral histones to provide her 
oral history for the State Government Oral History Project 

Virginia could you perhaps just start by telling me when 
and where you were bom 9 

I was bom m Santa Rosa in California Sonoma County 1948 
March 29 lh 

And your family has pretty deep roots in northern California 
Could you tell me a little bit about that 9 

Right Yes Both my parents were bom in Actually my dad 
was bom in Minneapolis but that was an anomaly On my dad s 
side I ve got five generations on my mother s two 


ETTINGER 


In Santa Rosa themselves 9 
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STROM MARTIN Well north coast primarily on my dad s side especially My 
great great grandparents met m Eureka in the 1850s They were 
part of the pioneer movement and they married in Eureka in 1860 
The Perrys and the Bryants In fact my great great grandfather 
had a whole city block that was called Perry s Comer at the time 
there and owned property was involved in timber not 
surprisingly at the time 

And the Bryant Charles Bryant who is my great great 
grandfather actually worked for the postal service at the time and 
delivered mail from Eureka down to I believe Fortuna So yes 
deep roots 

And then the two people that did marry ended up having 
about eight children They migrated down the coast to San 
Francisco and later on to Petaluma where my great grandmother 
was bom She was one of eight I was very close with her She 
was bom m Petaluma in 1874 She told me a lot of stones 
obviously as a young child and she died when I was a senior m 
high school so I got to know her quite well In fact her daughter 
who was my real grandmother died the year before I was bom 
So in essence my great grandmother was my real grandmother 



ETTINGER 


STROM MARTIN 


ETTINGER 
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that I identified with so yes I learned a lot about her history and 
the history of the family 

And then I had a great aunt who actually did a genealogy 
which was quite interesting One of her [great grandmother s] 
brothers was real active in the Gold Rush in Alaska Her husband 
whose name was Oliver Clay Hopkins was an insurance agent 
who commuted from Petaluma to San Francisco every day for over 
forty years He held a commuting record And of course he did it 
by tram and by ferry before the Golden Gate Bridge was built in 
the thirties So I even have to this day some newspaper articles 
commemorating his thirty fifth and his fortieth anniversary of 
commuting 

And now that s considered nothing Everybody does that 
commute right 9 Back then that was an amazing thing 
Well especially by tram and ferry you know And he worked m 
downtown San Francisco in the financial district He was quite a 
character 

Tell me about your parents directly What did they do m Santa 
Rosa 9 

Well my dad and mother met at the Santa Rosa Junior College 


right after the war My dad was in World War II in the Philippines 
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and New Guinea So he met my mother there at the Junior College 
and they were later married They both became students at San 
Francisco State College My father was a sociology major and my 
mother was going to be majoring in education I believe but then 
of course she got pregnant and had me Actually I guess at the 
time that I was bom they were living at the married students 
housing at the San Francisco State campus But I ended up being 
bom in Santa Rosa because my mother and dad were visiting her 
mother at the time staying there with her 

But my father ended up teaching For a while I guess he 
was a social worker m the Sonoma County area but then he ended 
up teaching He started his teaching career m a two room 
schoolhouse in Two Rock which is just a little bit north of 
Petaluma you know a real ranching and dairy farming area And 
so he started his teaching career there 

Later on my mother went back to school completed her 
bachelor of arts degree and when I was seven she started 
teaching And she taught at a very small school m mral Petaluma 
So anyway then of course they continued and both of them 
became career teachers My father taught thirty one years mostly 
for the Petaluma Unified School District and then my mother 
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taught for the Cotati Rohnert Park Unified School Distnct for 
thirty four years So both parents were career teachers 
You were living in Santa Rosa 7 

I was actually bom in Santa Rosa but after the San Francisco State 

move they moved to Petaluma So I really did grow up in 

Petaluma from the time I was about two 

And where did you go to school there in Petaluma 9 

I went to McNear Elementary School and then Petaluma Junior 

High and then Petaluma Senior High School 

So you didn t have your parents as teachers 9 

No I didn t but later on I substituted in their classes 

Oh really 9 

Before I actually got my credential yes Interesting 

Did you have siblings or extended family around 9 

My brother my only brother was bom when I was fourteen That 

was kind of a shock to everyone 

You weren t at home much when he was 

Well I was home for about four years and then I went off to 

college But we re quite close nevertheless 

When you got into high school I assume you did fairly well as a 


student 
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Yes I was a good student 

And when you got into high school were you active outside the 
classroom'? In high school what kind of stuff did you do*? 

Oh I was very active I mean from the time I was in sixth grade I 
was the sixth grade class president You know I was always kind 
of wanting to organize and kind of the bossy type [laughs] 

In junior high school I was a song leader there were just 
four of us I was interested in sports and so forth and there wasn t 
much for girls at the time unfortunately otherwise I think I would 
have gone the sports route But there just wasn t anything So you 
became a song leader or a cheerleader or something like that 

In high school I also became a song leader I also was the 
junior class president my junior year in high school and then I 
served as a senior rep on the Student Council I was pretty active 
civically I remember going to some forums where they asked 
teenagers to voice their opinions on various things and was asked 
to do that type of thing 

And you would have graduated high school I guess in 66*? 

66 yes 


ETTINGER 


Tell me a little bit about the community in Petaluma at that time 
What are your memories of that town? 



7 


STROM MARTIN Well yes I mean it was a small rural community famous for 

chicken ranching and called the Egg Basket of the World for some 
time A lot of immigrants from Italy There was a whole 
community of Jewish chicken farmers and so I had a lot of friends 
that were either of Jewish extraction or you know Italian And 
mostly a ranching community you know chicken ranchers and 
dairy ranchers and that type of thing 

It was just a small town I think growing up looking back 
it must have been maybe 15 000 people or so when I was active in 
school Small community not very diverse except for those the 
Jewish farmers and the Italians There were hardly any other types 
of people there It was pretty white I d say 

But it was a good place to grow up You know small town 
American Graffiti was filmed there I noticed there was an article 
in the paper just yesterday about the thirtieth anniversary of 
filming it back in 72 and I was there I stood out there on Main 
Street watching it being filmed 
ETTINGER I forgot it had been filmed there 

STROM MARTIN Yes And that film kind of depicts what it was like really very 


much so going through high school 
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ETTINGER 


STROM MARTIN 


What were your parents aspirations for you do you think at the 
time you were growing up 9 Was it a foregone conclusion you 
were going to go to university 9 What were they thinking about for 
you or encouraging you to do 9 What do you recall 9 
Yes my parents were real supportive of whatever I did want to do 
and I really looking back now think that they were probably 
pretty rare I mean they didn t put a whole lot of pressure on me 
because I think I put enough pressure on myself being the only 
child so to speak I always wanted to do well excel and that type 
of thing so there was never any real question probably about me 
going to college or not I mean it was kind of a conclusion that I 
was going to go But where of course was the question 

While I was in high school I did go to a couple of classes at 
the Berkeley [Adult] Evening School We were art students that 
would drive down there every Wednesday night and take art 
classes I was only a junior I was sixteen at the time and that was 
kind of an eye opener I remember participating in the Free 
Speech Movement back in 1964 as just a sophomore junior in 
high school going down there and listening to Mario Savio and 
Bettina Aptheker and that whole movement that was happening at 
the time So Berkeley had a real draw for me 
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But I ended up choosing [University of California] Santa 
Cruz as my first choice Santa Cruz at the time had only opened 
its campus for a year It opened in 65 I believe And that was my 
first choice I wanted to go to a UC [University of California] So 
I put that down and about in April they sent me a letter saying 
Gee we ve selected 50 percent of the freshman class and we re 
only going to have about a hundred kids so it s going to be very 
competitive At this point since you haven t been selected you 
might want to choose a second choice 

So I thought about it and I thought real hard about 
Berkeley but I just felt that it was just going to be too big because 
it was a big campus and a lot of students So I chose [University 
of California] Davis So I ended up going my freshman year to 
Davis and then immediately almost transferring to Berkeley the 
following year And what convinced me I think was that there 
just wasn t enough activity political activity on the campus at 
Davis It was still pretty much an agricultural school I was an art 
major and a psych minor and those were the things that interested 
me along with politics 

I remember we marched on the Capitol that year because 
Governor Ronald [W ] Reagan was threatening to raise tuition 
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And there were students from all the UC campuses that came to 
Davis in buses to help us with this march And what impressed me 
was the fact that there were more students from UC Santa Barbara 
and Berkeley there than there were from Davis And I thought 
Don t these people care 9 [laughs] So I ended up transferring to 
Berkeley and I was so glad I did 

Now I know you re and I can see in your office that you re an 

accomplished photographer and artist 

These aren t mine these are actually awards I ve gotten But 

photography is something that is you know 

You got in high school you were interested in art and so you 

planned to study art when you applied to university And did you 

have aspirations to have a career as an artist 9 

Not as an artist so much What I was trying My thought was 

to combine art and psychology and become an art therapist 

Interesting 

Yes 

And that was I m sure—correct me if I m wrong—somewhat of 
an emerging field at the time 

It was yes Yes it was I remember coming out to what is it 
American River Junior College and interviewing a professor out 
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here at the college that had a whole program going on in art 
therapy I took a couple of days off and interviewed and talked to 
him about it 

And so then when you transferred to Berkeley then it would have 
been 67 9 

67 

67 And did you live on campus 9 How was the transition to life 
on this big campus 9 

Oh it was Yes I mean it was quite a transition because of just 
the sheer numbers and of course you re going from a rural kind 
of setting in Davis to a very urban setting in Berkeley So I lived 
I never did live on campus I lived m apartments various 
different apartments while I was a student The first one was on 
Haste Street which was just two blocks down from Telegraph 
Avenue so going to and from school was going on Telegraph 
Avenue every day [laughs] Crazy times 
Yes Well before we talk about Berkeley I want to leave that for 
a second Were your parents In what ways were they active in 
the community 9 Were they politically active 9 Were they active in 
the Democratic Party themselves 9 
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ETTINGER 


You know it s interesting my mother was very active in her 
teachers union In fact she was at one time the president of the 
Cotati Rohnert Park Teachers Association She was one that was 
always involved in what was going on with teachers and politics 
and she negotiated for her union that type of thing 

My dad was not involved in anything really civic He was 
involved in the school community where he taught and was very 
much a part of that community especially when he was teaching at 
Two Rock He used to take his boys in his class down to football 
games at Stanford [University] m the back of his station wagon on 
Saturdays And he was pretty tight with the dairy farmers there 
and that type of thing But my mother was the one who had I 
think the interest in politics especially as it pertained to the 
teaching profession 

Both of them before I got to Berkeley were both registered 
Republicans By the time I graduated they were both registered 
Democrats and I think that had a lot to do with the Vietnam War 
But union politics were a part of 


STROM MARTIN They were part of the dinner table discussion definitely 
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When you think about high school or even university were there 
other individuals teachers or others that exerted kind of a strong 
influence on you 9 

Yes I had a couple of I think real outstanding teachers when I 
was in high school One teacher was our literature teacher Emma 
Weber who turned me on to Bob Dylan when he first started to be 
popular and I first heard his album The Tunes They are A 
Changin in her classroom back in 1965 or whenever it was I 
think she had a lot of influence on me in terms of my tastes and 
probably somewhat politics because she was a pretty progressive 
woman for her time 

And then another teacher Mr Altman was always kind of 
pushing the envelope I was in a special kind of a seminar class m 
high school that focused on the Great Books series and so we did a 
lot of discussions and seminar type activities 
Socratic stuff 

Yes And he was the one actually that took our class on a field 
trip to Berkeley to see a play at the Greek Theatre I remember it 
was Antigone but at the same time the free speech rallies were 
going on so you know we moseyed on over there afterwards and 
got to watch some of that 
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So he was trying to introduce some of the Petaluma people to 
Yes I think he was trying to expand kind of our scope of the 
world 

I don t even know if it s a worthwhile question to say what was 
the campus climate like in Berkeley in the late 1960s because it s 
this in a sense very well known thing But comment a little bit 
about it in terms of what you saw going on around you And 
many things were going on all kinds of movements emerging 
Oh yes There were lots of different organizations on campus 
forming and organizing around the opposition to the war and one 
group that I got involved m was actually a tutoring group that 
tutored Richmond High School students I think it was called 
Operation Richmond or the Richmond Project something like 
that And we got involved with the students m Richmond high 
school students specifically a lot of black students and tried to set 
up forums for them activities and that type of thing And that 
didn t have so much to do with the war but that was something 
that was happening 

At the same time a lot of different groups were forming 
around opposition to the war and I got involved in a couple of 
groups and we did signature gathering for opposition to the 
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invasion of Cambodia I think it was the Hatfield McGovern Act 
that was trying to be passed and enacted in Congress So we went 
to downtown Walnut Creek in front of stores and tried to get 
people to sign this petition and actually support that particular act 
It was a real eye opener 

And then I was taking a social psych course my senior year 
and because the school essentially shut down you know we were 
on strike that spring semester Actually it was a trimester or 
quarter The social psych teacher got all the students together and 
said Look We re going to do an outreach activity in northern 
California and we re going to break you up into small groups and 
we want you to go out to these little communities in northern 
California and try to organize forums and talk about the war and 
what s going on and especially the invasion of Cambodia I 
think which put everybody kind of over the top because the 
administration was essentially saying We re not invading 
Cambodia even though we knew they were 

So myself and four or five other students ended up getting 
assigned to Quincy California which is up north 
Plumas County 
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STROM MARTIN Plumas County We drove up there a couple times and met kind of 
the movers and shakers in the community and tried to plan this 
forum where we were going to hold it in their community What 
essentially happened is some of the community members felt that 
we were out of line and what business did these pinko commies 
from Berkeley have in our community and they shut the whole 
thing down 

ETTINGER Denied you a permit to organize it or denied 

STROM MARTIN Just said No we re not going to let it happen It was a very 
small community It s interesting we had the Episcopal priest 
keeping us at his house and we had some other community people 
that were very much for our efforts But it was an eye opener 
You know here I d been going to Berkeley three years and really 
insulated and you get outside of the community into the—quote 
unquote— real world and you realize Berkeley is not the world 
and there are a lot of other opinions out there 
ETTINGER And a lot of mechanisms to stifle dissent too 

STROM MARTIN Absolutely Yes There were even m these little communities 
definitely a hierarchy of power 

ETTINGER So you were on campus for the Stop the Draft Week I guess down 


in Oakland That would have been October 68 
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Yes I was on campus for the Vietnam commencement where 
everybody burned their draft cards I remember that And the 
what is it the Yippies ran a pig for president Jerry Rubin 
With the Richmond Project it sounds like part of your interests as 
was common at the time revolved around anti poverty and 
injustice broadly but then the war itself became sort of glue that 
pulled people from a lot of interests together 
It sure did 

How do you think your experiences in organizations at Berkeley 
affected you politically or intellectually 9 If you think long term 
now you go off into your teaching career what kind of 
Because that was an extraordinary place to have been at that time 
How do you think intellectually and politically it affected you 9 
I just think that at that time we did feel that there was power m 
numbers and we were very optimistic I think even in the face of 
what was happening that we could in fact make change and 
create change I mean I even saw my own parents basically do a 
180 degree turn in terms of their politics Not exactly it s just that 
my dad was very much for social justice and always was yet he 
had traditionally registered Republican So for the first time in his 
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life he was taking a look at what he really believed in and whether 

or not he wanted to be affiliated with a certain party 

And of course the meanings of those parties changed a little bit 

during the 1960s with the Democratic Party m terms of civil 

rights and things like that There were migrations that were 

happening as well 

Right 

So you came out of it with a sense of optimism about potential for 
change 9 

Well yes potential for change and the fact that people can come 
together and make change Even though we had that bad 
experience up in Quincy it was trickling out all over the country in 
various campuses mostly I mean it really was kind of a student 
led kind of revolution I think looking back And then people 
came and followed So it was a very exciting time 

At the same time I should tell you that I did take two 
quarters off and I went to Paris January 69 through I came 
home July of 69 So during a real critical time when a lot was 
happening on campus I was reading about it in Pans Match you 
know I was in an art program in Pans 
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So you were suspending your academic career or was it 
transferable to some degree 9 

Interestingly enough I only I think got eight units for the 
coursework that I was taking because it was practicing art It was 
etching and drawing and that type of thing So yes the two 
quarters that I spent over there I only got eight units so when I did 
get back in order to graduate on time I was taking twenty twenty 
one twenty two units my last three quarters 
That must have been sort of a heady experience to be in Pans in 
the midst of the Vietnam War and the student movement m France 
The student movement in France had been the prior year in 68 
and interestingly enough when I got over there the first month I 
was over there I had an apartment which was on this avenue that 
went straight to Orly Airport And one day President [Richard M ] 
Nixon was coming into town with General [Charles] de Gaulle 
and they [the police] actually came up to my apartment And I 
don t know if it was because they knew I was an American and an 
American student but they searched my apartment because it 
looked out onto the avenue where the motorcade was going to 
come And all I had because it was so cold sitting there in my 
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little window outside was some yogurt Just because I didn t have 
a refrigerator that s where I kept my yogurt right 9 

And I went down to see the motorcade that afternoon and he 
[Nixon] came m in a Citroen and I could see him clearly But 
people were yelling Assassin 1 Assassin 1 And oh man And of 
course the police in France they just have very little tolerance and 
several people were beaten and whisked away right in front of my 
eyes It was pretty wild 

So you went away but you didn t really get away from a lot of 
things that were going on 
That s true yes 

You graduated with that degree that you started out with 
combined art and psychology is that right 9 
Art major psych minor yes 

In 1970 While you were at college at university did you do any 
sort of traditional political internships Sacramento or D C that 
kind of thing at all 9 Did that really interest you 9 
No but I did work for Eugene McCarthy when he ran for president 
in 68 He d come to speak on campus and I was just really taken 
with him and so I signed up and I did phone banking and that type 
of thing And I also was able One day he came into San 
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Francisco Airport and I met him at the airport with a contingent of 
students and that type of thing So I did work for a presidential 
candidate 

After you graduated in 1970 or your senior year looking out at the 
world then what were you going to do and how did this interest in 
art therapy transform itself into a teaching career 9 
Well my parents had very generously put me through school I 
really didn t have to work the entire time although I was a 
lifeguard at the Hearst Pool there on campus But I just decided 
well OK now I m on my now I really need to get some kind of a 
job and then think about how I m going to proceed 

So I decided well the best thing to do is get a teaching 
credential So I applied to and got accepted at Sonoma State for 
the teacher credential program I took out a small student loan I 
can t believe it was only $ 1 000 that I lived on that semester or 
year whatever it was And so I was going full time 

Actually I was in a very interesting credential program one 
that is now being replicated because they see the value in it Four 
of us were picked to go to this one school and actually do most of 
our internship at the school rather than take coursework It was a 
school in San Rafael and I was living in Cotati and so for a year I 
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commuted from Cotati to San Rafael to be at this school all day I 
got four different teaching placements It was a K through three 
school And then at night I only had to take a couple of courses 
So it was really a very different teaching credential Basically it 
was an experiential 

More practicum than pedagogical theory 
Absolutely yes 
That s very interesting 

And the four of us that were placed at this school we would have 
little seminars every other week with our mentor teachers 
And so everybody in that credential program was sent off to 
schools in these little small groups or was that just really 
experimental 9 

Actually no This was a one shot experimental program that a 
couple of professors wanted to try and see how it worked 
Everybody else was doing their seven weeks m a classroom and 
the rest of the time they re taking all these courses But I think I 
really benefited from that program because when I did get hired 
the following year in the middle 


[End Tape 1 Side A] 
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[Begin Tape 1 Side B] 

ETTINGER Finish that last thought 

STROM MARTIN So when I finally did get hired February the following year after I 
got my credential I had no fear of kids at all because I had spent 
one year with them m their classrooms 

ETTINGER And the usually first year anxieties about managing behavior and 

that sort of stuff you you felt that you were 

STROM MARTIN Well of course there was still that but I think that it was really 
reduced because I had had four different experiences with four 
different grade levels and they were all you know kindergarten 
through third so that was the lower elementary And then of 
course I ended up teaching fourth grade and they were just great 
because they could do so much on their own compared to my 
experiences 

ETTINGER In a sense it s kind of a confidence building experience to do that 

practicum 

STROM MARTIN Yes 

ETTINGER What year did you You took a master s of arts Is that part of 

the credentialing or was that separate 7 

STROM MARTIN No this is just a separate credential so I got a standard elementary 


teaching credential in 71 
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And then did you go on I know you taught at Wright for a 
year 

Well actually I taught at Wright my entire teaching career but 
during the time I was there they built two more schools so I 
taught at two of the schools same district 
So your first job though after you got your credential was at 
which school 9 

It was at Wright Elementary School 
In Santa Rosa 
In Santa Rosa 

And you were a relatively young woman You had just gotten 

your degree 

Twenty three yes 

How big were the classes 9 

Well luckily for me my first class was only about twenty four 
students because I came in February and they were dividing up 
these two huge fourth grade classes So they had so many kids in 
fourth grade that they created a third fourth grade and that was 
what I got So my first year I had twenty four However 
following that I always had thirty or more 
And did you stick with that grade level fourth grade 9 


ETTINGER 
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Fourth grade for quite a while yes But in my career I ve taught 
fifth I ve taught third I ve taught fourth fifth and then my final 
four years I was teaching a four five six multi age class which 
was kind of an experiment that the teachers came up with and was 
pretty interesting 

Tell me about that school and tell me about your teaching career 
that started out in the 1970s You went and got a master s degree 
early on is that true* 7 

I got the master s m 76 so 75 76 I worked 
Through night courses or something during the 
Yes summer and evenings 
And what was that in 9 
Counseling 

Were you doing that because you thought perhaps you might get 
out of the classroom or was it just 

I was thinking about it I was thinking of a counseling career 
maybe in a school like a guidance counselor that type of thing or 
You know I wasn t sure But I knew that it would serve me 
well no matter what I used it for 
Were your folks still teaching in the county at that time 9 


STROM MARTIN Yes 
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They weren t in retirement? 

No they weren t 

I hate to sweep through so much m one broad sweep but if you 
think about your teaching career in the seventies and eighties and 
of course it goes on but the bulk of your teaching career a lot of 
changes are happening in the school systems Stepping back now 
and looking at it what kind of important trends do you think were 
happening in the seventies and eighties that you were experiencing 
m your school that came to be important to you? It s a rather 
sweeping question but as a teacher what sorts of things were on 
your mind let s say? 

Well classroom management has always been a biggie especially 
in elementary school because with large sized classes if you don t 
have the management skills down forget about the rest of it So 
there have been lots of trends through the last several years on how 
to best manage kids and so forth and kind of have a system of 
behavior that the whole school adopts and that type of thing 

So what I saw happen was that individual teachers would 
come up with their own styles or maybe they d take a course and 
come up with a certain way of doing it but it wasn t working 
throughout the whole school district And so the trend seemed to 
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be that an entire school would adopt some kind of a behavior 
expectations management system And there are a lot of them out 
there and a lot of people selling them But that s what I found 
through the years 

In the seventies I was real big on kids working together in 
groups There was this Frenchman who I took a course from 
through Sonoma State who was teaching what he called referred 
to as team learning where the kids are placed in teams of five and 
where you place them so that you might have a stronger student 
versus a weaker student versus a more gregarious versus a shy 
In other words you really have to study your students in order to 
put them in these little groups and then reward them for working 
together and accomplishing an objective 

So I used to do this deal where I d play Jeopardy with the 
kids and the Jeopardy questions were always questions they made 
up about whatever we might be studying if it was social studies or 
math or English or whatever it might be And we would play that 
game and of course they d win or lose or one team would come 
out on top Not every day of course but once a week And they 
loved it They just loved it And they had to work together as a 
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team We had a system where you could help one another [within 
your team] and that type of thing 

So I did a lot of activities around that and then I did a lot of 
simulation activities where they were given roles That became 
kind of a big fad as well simulation activities There were whole 
companies coming up with those 

But I mean I felt like what we were trying to do was 
prepare these kids for the twenty first century where they were 
going to have to be working with other people especially people of 
diverse cultures because California was becoming more and more 
diverse with different cultural influences m order to succeed 
And we knew kind of projecting ahead that the working world of 
the twenty first century was going to be far different from the 
working world of the twentieth century and people would need to 
adapt more and have different types of skills So thinking about 
that a number of us took coursework and tried to plan accordingly 
to try to instill some of those values in our kids at that early age 
when it s most effective 

So you and some of your colleagues were eager to be innovative in 
terms of curriculum or methods Was that supported in the school 


or the district 9 
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Yes In this school I have to say—and it s rare—we were 
supported We had an excellent principal who saw that there were 
a number of us that were creative and were hard working and had a 
lot of experience with kids Most of us had taught ten or more 
years and we came up with this idea of having this multi age class 
where the kids would go and rotate through our classrooms so they 
could get the best of what we each had to offer as individual 
teachers 

Were you surprised to find yourself back in Santa Rosa or did you 
think you kind of expected that that would be the case when you 
went off to university 9 

Yes I mean I really think that where I live is—and I ve done a lot 
of traveling—I think that where I live is one of the best places on 
the planet I still think that So I think my expectations were that I 
would at least be m the Bay Area someplace I certainly wasn t 
planning on moving to the East Coast or anyplace else So yes I 
mean I knew I d be not necessarily m Sonoma County but 
someplace in the north coast area 
So you were fairly well settled into Santa Rosa by the mid 
seventies I m not sure if you were married at this point 


STROM MARTIN No 
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Tell me a little bit about your activities in the community beyond 
teaching Were you involved with the teachers union and in what 
ways early on? 

I got involved with California Teachers Association very early on 
In fact my third year of teaching I was elected the president which 
isn t so much a compliment as Oh we 11 let her be the president 
of the association [laughs] But it happened to be at the same 
time that 

Of the statewide organization? 

No no no just my own little association which was Wnght 
School Educators 

The timing was such that the same year I was elected as 
president was the same year that the Rhodda Act passed [granting] 
collective bargaining for teachers So I was given the daunting 
task of coming up with writing our first contract that we were 
going to be negotiating with our board 

Well my mother luckily she knew a little bit about this and 
was in the process of doing kind of the same thing herself so I got 
a boilerplate contract and pretty much by myself but with some 
input from some other teachers basically came up with our first 


contract where I said OK here s what we want We want this 
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and we want that and here s our you know each section of 
the contract And we had for starters a very good contract mainly 
because the naivete on the part of the school board that they were 
just country folks and they didn t really know what all this was 
about but it sounded OK 

And this was replacing What was the contractual arrangement 
prior to this 9 

Well meet and confer and I can t remember what that act was 
called But that s what teachers did Every year you d meet and 
you d confer with your school board and say OK here s our 
conditions of employment and here s what we d like for our 
raise and whatever But this was a big deal for teachers the 
beginning of the collective bargaining 

So I got involved very early on as I say and continued to be 
involved especially m the negotiations I wasn t the president for 
that long because we would take turns doing that but I negotiated 
for the teachers about fourteen years all told And we went 
through some really heavy duty times We had some mediations 
and one [year] we went to fact finding which is when you can t 
even mediate then you ve got to call a state [mediator] in 
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But for a little district—you know Sonoma County has 
forty two school districts—but for a small district we had one of 
the better packages contracts in terms of what we had It wasn t 
all just salary and benefits either it was other things like what is it 
called agency fee where everybody has to pay their way and you 
have a complete collective bargaining unit 

So I did a lot of that and I went through a lot of training 
through CTA [California Teachers Association] on negotiations 
They used to have institutes every summer that I d attend and 
they d put us through simulations And then I got to be the 
grievance chair for any grievances that came through and a couple 
of those went to some mediations and it was very interesting 
work I loved it though That was like my cup of tea I just 
thrived on it I just loved it I don t know why Because some 
people just don t want to have anything to do with it because it s 
conflict It s conflict you know 9 And I don t know why I just 
liked it 

Well every group needs somebody who can do that 
That s right 

That in a sense was involvement with CTA that was maybe a 
little bit inward focusing Did you also start to get involved in 
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teacher association activities that were taking you out of your 
county say coming to Sacramento to lobby or to follow 
legislation 9 Was that something you were also starting to do in the 
seventies or eighties or did it change over time 9 
Actually it wasn t until the later eighties because see I had my 
kids in the beginning of the eighties my two daughters 80 and 
83 so I was kind of out of it there for a while But then my 
mother said to me You should run for the state council because 
that s CTA s policy making body and you would be representing 
400 teachers in your area That s kind of how they have it And 
they meet four times a year to basically come up with policy and 
they have a lot of different committees and they do lobbying at the 
state level and follow all the bills and the rest of it and they have 
their own political hierarchy 

So I just said Yeah that sounds good So I put my name 
on the ballot and lo and behold I won So there I was and so I 
got involved 

What year would that have been 9 

That was 88 1988 I remember my first day at council meeting 
That was a big year 88 because Proposition Was that the 
year of Proposition 98 9 
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STROM MARTIN That was Prop 98 the signature gathering for it Yes that s when 
it passed I was involved with that at a local level In fact we 
formed a coalition at the county level later on when it was 
threatened in 91 Remember they were going to cut the funding 
[and suspend] 

But going back yes CTA offered me a lot of different 
opportunities and I became the liaison to my Assemblyman 
through them because they had this program 
ETTINGER Who was the Assemblyman 9 

STROM MARTIN Dan Hauser He preceded me fourteen years So we d go up to 
Sacramento twice a year or something and then he d also come 
and meet with us and we d ask him questions when it was election 
time get his viewpoints on policy and then lobby for some [CTA 
endorsed legislation] 

ETTINGER Was he generally sympathetic to the education community 9 

STROM MARTIN Yes he was a good guy he was He was accessible and a good 
vote and he would return phone calls and that type of thing 

And then they also had a congressional liaison program to 


be a liaison with your congressperson So when Lynn Woolsey got 
elected in 92 I also became the congressional liaison Thus 
through the national which is NEA [National Education 



ETTINGER 

STROM MARTIN 


ETTINGER 
STROM MARTIN 

ETTINGER 


35 


Association] I d go back to Sacramento or Washington D C 
rather and lobby her 

All this stuff you know through NEA and CTA there was 
always excellent excellent training and that s been very very 
valuable to me 

Just to tell you how to make this time as profitable as possible and 
what the mechanisms were 7 

Right They even did a training for Because they have their 
own infrastructure and they have their own president and the rest 
of it they did a training for women wanting to run for higher office 
within NEA/CTA I took that training in Atlanta Georgia It was 
a three day very intensive training everything from how to work a 
room to how to raise money giving speeches and everything 
Very interesting 

And a lot of different organizations do trainings like that but this 
one was just invaluable Now I ve done several of them 
So you did that That first one in Georgia was in the early 
nineties 9 


STROM MARTIN Yes it was 
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So is there a moment at which you begin to imagine yourself m 
elected office and when does that come 9 When s the first time 
you think you really begin to 

Well I think the first notion that I ever had that Gee I could do 
this I m capable was when Lynn Woolsey who I had known for 
several years got elected to Congress She was a Petaluma City 
Councilwoman and had a private business in Petaluma for years 
and she went from City Council to Congress and I thought Gee 
she s sharp and she s good but I could do that [laughs] 

What year was she first elected 9 
92 the Year of the Woman 
Yes that s right 

The Year of the Woman she was elected Now again she had 
What was it 9 There were seven eight of them all together and she 
was the only woman So she had a distinct advantage But 
nevertheless she did she made that huge leap 

Anyway then term limits happened m 90 and of course 
everybody knew OK Dan Hauser s going to be He 11 be 
termed out in 1996 So I had friends of mine teachers mostly 
come to me teacher leaders within CTA say Why don t you 
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think about this Some of them were with the Democratic Party 
here in Sonoma County 

So I thought Well gee I don t know I have my two girls 
and my husband And I had to really think about what it meant 
Your girls were about ten and twelve 9 

Actually when I got elected they were thirteen and sixteen but 
this was like three years prior And I talked about it and then I 
just started preparing for it and started networking out kind of 
going beyond my normal parameters Got appointed to the 
Commission on the Status of Women became Lynn s 
representative on the Democratic Central Committee in Sonoma 
County She appointed me as her So I started to kind of meet 
new constituency groups and so forth But it s a huge district 
though 

Had you done much public speaking or public presence say on 
the Prop 98 fight so that you were recognized in Santa Rosa a 
little bit m the press you had some sort of 
Yes When they were threatening to suspend 98—you know 
[Pete] Wilson was in 91—we formed a coalition myself and the 
superintendent of schools Marv Adams at the time from Sonoma 


County formed a coalition and we did a lot of different venues and 



38 


ETTINGER 


STROM MARTIN 


speaking and actually really organizing the community We took 
seven or eight buses school buses up to Sacramento when they 
had that huge rally to say Don t suspend 98 that type of thing 
So I did a lot of organizing I had been elected as president 
of the Sonoma County Educators Council which is a teacher 
organization that represents all of the different teachers in the 
county So you had all these different associations we call them 
with their presidents coming to this so I knew all of them from all 
over Sonoma County So I had that kind of profile at least 
teachers which is important 

Going back to—not the 91 fight—but the passage of Proposition 
98 m 1988 it passed very narrowly How did it do in your 
county 9 How did it do in the north coast district generally do you 
know 9 

I m trying to think I think it probably did pretty well in Sonoma 
County At that time the farther north you got the more 
conservative the voters were Mendocino County it probably 
passed pretty well but maybe not so well m Humboldt and Del 
especially Del Norte County Pete Wilson was winning m Del 
Norte County on an ongoing basis 
Did any of the officers at CTA encourage your run 9 


ETTINGER 
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Not so much the officers CTA has a big board of directors 
there s like twelve board members and they represent different 
geographical areas around the state So the person who was my 
director for my area absolutely encouraged me Then I had 
individuals but it wasn t really a top down thing saying OK 
we re putting her out there I had to prove myself and the way I 
had to prove myself was by raising money They wanted to see 
how much money I could bring forth on my own from my own 
constituents before they were going to get behind me So that was 
the toughest part 

And money s a big issue in that first district because air time s 

important I assume It s a hard district to travel 

Yes radio and the TV But you know it s inexpensive compared 

to the Bay Area so it goes far when you spend money on 

television and radio in the district So it s a good buy 

Did Assemblyman Hauser have somebody that he was grooming 

for if? 

You know he didn t He didn t and you would have thought he 
would after knowing I think he was pretty bummed out about 
having to leave as were most of those people And I was too to 
be frank I mean I only had six years 
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But he didn t have a legislative analyst or Frequently m that 
situation as you know there s a lot of grooming that s going on 
Right 

And that was not the case at least in that district 

No no it wasn t In fact there were five Democrats m the 

primary and I believe Dan just completely stayed out of the 

primary He didn t back anybody And when I won the primary 

of course he very generously came forth 

Had you been active or attending Democratic Party events in the 

late eighties nineties 9 

Well not until maybe three years prior to when I ran to be honest 
with you I wasn t a big operative at all I got to be Lynn 
[Woolsey] s person on the Central Committee and then I attended 
some of the state meetings and that type of thing to meet people 
but never was really part of the Democratic infrastructure 
But that connection with Lynn sounds like it was pretty important 
I think so yes I think it was I was not endorsed by the party in 
my primary another guy was 
[Doug] Bosco 9 

No it was John Cumming who was a lawyer and a big operative 
up in Humboldt County He d been the regional director and the 
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Central Committee president and the rest of it so he got the party 
endorsement 

But m the primary did he finish third 9 
He finished third yes 

Behind Bosco who was second And Bosco had been in Congress 
is that right 9 

Well Assembly and then Congress 

And he was bouncing back to the Assembly And that primary 
race was in June of 1996 
Actually it was in March 
March OK 

It was that first presidential 

What do you remember about that primary 9 I mean that s quite a 
step from what you had been doing to this world Tell me a little 
bit about that 

Oh it was incredible I mean I had announced a year before the 
primary I went up to the Humboldt County Central Committee 
because I knew I had to start getting out into the hinterlands so to 
speak you know the other parts of the district So I went up there 
and said Hey hi And by the way I m running for Dan s seat 
[laughs] It was like Who s she 9 
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So I started doing a lot of that early early on and of course 
Lake County Mendocino Del Norte I mean I just spent so much 
time on the road it wasn t funny But the good thing for me was 
that it registered with teachers and teachers are just great 
community members because they not only teach in the schools 
they do other stuff 
They coach They talk to parents 
Right So that I think was a real advantage 

But it was a whirlwind I mean I just think of all the 
different events I attended the parades I either walked in or rode 
in and then I did a lot of precinct walking You know you 
wouldn t think you would but in all the bigger areas and bigger 
cities you know from the little part of Santa Rosa that I actually 
had to Sebastopol Windsor Where else 9 Ukiah Eureka I 
walked And we had a lot of other people that helped and did 
walking so I did a lot of walking and that I think really helped 
me Then I walked again I walked again for the general 
[election] 

Was your campaign strategy really focused on teachers as a 
Well we knew teachers were my base but at the same time you 
don t want to take advantage of them and you always have to pay 
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attention to your base So I had to really stretch and go beyond my 
base and meet with bankers and real estate agents and labor But 
labor was kind of my base too because I understood their 
language And then meet with folks from agriculture timber 
people you know everybody Police 
Was that really educational as well 9 
Oh I loved it I learned so much about their issues 
I would think 

Yes That was the fun part because I m a life long learner and I 
just love any information I m an information junkie Learning all 
those issues was just fascinating and a lot of them had central 
themes going through them that I could connect as I went from 
group to group And a lot of it was about the economy on the 
north coast not doing too well What can we do to make it better 9 
What can we do to provide more jobs 9 That kind of thing So that 
part was really fascinating 

When we talk about some of the issues that you carried and 
pursued when you get into the Assembly I m sure we 11 come 
back to that very same theme about economic development and 
quality of life and those sorts of balancing acts because it s really 
a fascinating district m terms of what you have to balance 
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So the political climate m 96 Excuse me we re getting 
ahead of ourselves because we haven t really talked about the 
primary election Then you succeed [in the primary election] and 
your opponent in the general election was also a woman a 
contractor Handley is the last name 
Right Margie Handley 

Margie Handley that s right And she was from 
Willits Smack dab m the middle of the district yes 
And where had Bosco been based? I mean not Bosco but 
John Cumming? 

Yes Cummingand 

Well Cumming was from Eureka 

OK And Hauser Hauser had been 

Eureka Well actually Areata Cumming was from Eureka just 

the same pretty much community 

You re down at the bottom tip m a sense down south 

Yes That came up and I used to always joke once I got elected 

that you know all the folks that are elected from southern 

California I said No no no In my district Sonoma County is 

southern California [laughs] 
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Yes because you re brushing up against those Bay Area liberals 
down there so they probably took a good look at you when you 
went up to Del Norte and those other counties And they were 
used to representation from 

Right In their area in their neck of the woods so to speak 
And so your opponent in the general election then had that 
advantage What do you recall about the general campaign over 
that summer and going up to the fall 7 [According to] The 
California Journal it was an election that was seen as really too 
close to call and very competitive 
Yes it was Margie Handley had gone for the state senator 
position twice once against Barry Keene and then the second time 
against Mike Thompson when Mike Thompson won the special 
election And she had come within 600 votes of Mike Thompson 
and plus she had millions I mean she had some money behind 
her so she was definitely looked on as somebody to be afraid of 
However I don t think she resonated with the voters that 
much I 11 never forget the first debate that we were in We went 
to the Georgia Pacific mill to the Woodworkers Union Hall and 
she stood up there and told them she wasn t for the minimum wage 
and she wasn t for prevailing 
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ETTINGER Could you just repeat a little bit 9 

STROM MARTIN Yes I was talking about the first debate I had with Margie 

Handley at the Woodworkers Union Hall in Fort Bragg actually 
where Georgia Pacific had its mill for many many many years 
Anyway these guys were all woodworkers working in the mill 
and she stands up there and gives her spiel telling how she s not 
for minimum wage or prevailing wage and just really an anti 
union stance And you know she s always been an employer and 
so she was coming from the standpoint of the employers 
problems This was not a sympathetic audience 

So of course then I got up next and I was just the union 
person and talked about how I d personally negotiated contracts 
for my teachers at the bargaining table I knew what it was like I d 
been the grievance rep so on and so forth and talked about 
prevailing wage and how that was necessary for people to have a 
decent living where they were living and on and on So I got the 
endorsement And these guys were pretty conservative on a lot of 
other issues but boy you know we re talking bread and butter to 
them so that s why I got the endorsement 
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And that worked in this district because a lot of people 
even if they weren t union they were blue collar workers who 
were having a hard time and she was not sympathetic She was an 
employer and she just would talk about her problems of being an 
employer and how hard it is to be an employer in the state of 
California and why all these companies were leaving which was 
not really the case So it was just kind of the Republican Party line 
she was offering them 
Small business 9 
Yes 

What other issues were of interest m 96 to the voters or that you 
stressed 9 

Affirmative action Affirmative action And she kept saying that 
Virginia Strom Martin is for Oh what was it 9 Having to do 
with affirmative action Quotas She said She s for quotas 

And I said No I m not because affirmative action 
explicitly says there are to be no quotas when there s a level 
playing field 

So that was a big issue She did some ads around that and 
then we come to find out that she being a woman owned business 
had been given special priorities for loans and borrowing And we 
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ended up kind of turning the whole thing around and calling her 
the quota queen because she d gotten special dispensation because 
she was a woman owned business and how could she be talking 
out of both sides of her mouth 

And she stopped coming to debates She like missed three 
debates And then we had a duck a guy that dressed up like a 
duck because she kept ducking debates And he would stand at 
these places where she was supposed to come and hand out quota 
bucks with her picture on it I mean we had fun There were 
some real creative people in this campaign I don t know how 
much press it got It got a little press here and there but it was 
funny Yes she just stopped coming to debates which worked for 
me because you ve got to be out there saying what you re for 
Now in the meantime though there was a third party 
candidate a Natural Law candidate Harry Wrench And Harry 
and I agreed on a few things but you know not a whole lot 
Was he going to debates too? 

Oh he would come to every debate yes But it was good when 
Margie came to debates because you could see that Harry was 
kind of way out there on some stuff Like he wanted 
transcendental meditation in the prisons that s one of their big 
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platforms OK Well I don t know if that s a big priority for me 
at this time but he was perceived as kind of the way out there I 
was kind of like the schoolteacher sensible one and then she was 
like [mimicking Handley s voice] I m an employer and it s just 
so hard to be an employer in the state of California It s like that 
was all she had to say So it was good when all of us were there 
but she just started ducking [debates] 

How did you fare in terms of endorsements from newspapers or 
other key groups going into the general election 9 
I got most of the newspaper endorsements as it turned out I m 
trying to think where I did You know there s all these little 
papers in my district 
Of course 

I might not have gotten an endorsement up in Del Norte County 
but I got the endorsement in Did I get it 9 I think I got them in 
the bigger papers the Eureka Tunes Standard and of course the 
Press Democrat had to endorse me Sometimes you don t want the 
endorsement of certain papers if you know what I mean but 
nevertheless 

Before we go into your first term of office say a word or two 
about that gigantic first district in terms of the political climate the 
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balancing and the key issues that you looked out on having won 
the election I think with 53 or 54 percent of the vote in that first 
one and having just recently educated yourself about all these 
issues that you were maybe dimly aware of before and now you re 
kind of the go to person on When you looked out on the district at 
that time what did you think about what you were going to try and 
do in Sacramento 9 

Well I knew that I needed to educate other lawmakers in 
Sacramento about the needs of my district for one thing That was 
very apparent This is a district that really I think was and still is 
in a transition period You know reliance on natural resources for 
most of its 
Extractive industries 

Right extractive industries And now kind of going towards 
ecotounsm and small manufacturing and small business and you 
know developing Main Street so tourists come and that kind of 
thing making it more attractive So yes it became I mean I 
definitely knew once I got to Sacramento I needed a strategy to 
make my voice heard So that s why I asked for the committee 
from [Assembly Speaker] Cruz [Bustamante] the Rural Economic 
Development Committee I said This is the committee I really 
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would like to have as a select committee because I want to take it 
out on the road hold hearings get ideas from my constituents and 
at the same time bring some of my urban colleagues to my area 
And I ended up being able to do that quite successfully 
Is that a subcommittee of the Rural Economic Development 
Committee 9 

No it was just You now members can create their own select 
committees for a purpose You know it comes with a price tag 
obviously because you need staff to staff the committee and then 
when you go out you need to pay for this and that It was a big 
deal 

But I knew that was going to be my strategy My strategy 
was going to be bringing these folks up into my district and just 
getting there would be an education for them And then once they 
were there hearing from my constituents as to what their needs 
were and how they needed to kind of be looked at through the lens 
of a rural perspective on some of the laws that were being passed 

And it worked out really well I mean I got as I said 
[Roderick] Rod Wright came to five of those hearings bless his 
heart from South Central Los Angeles and my constituents were 
impressed Man here s somebody from South Central Los 
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Angeles in Crescent City listening to us And he did He was a 
good listener 

And let s see Grace Napolitano who s now a 
congresswoman she was from East L A she came to Lake 
County I remember and talked to them and listened to them Tom 
Torlakson from Contra Costa Dion Aroner came up Who else 9 
Of course Kerry Mazzom as an education chair at the time Dennis 
Cardoza I took Dennis on a big tour of all my cattle ranches and 
farms and ag stuff We spent two or three days up there because 
he was chair of the [Agriculture] Committee Of course he was 
from Merced so he understood you know 
I was going to say I could see where you could make common 
cause with a lot of the Valley Democrats or Republicans for that 
matter on those issues 

Right And a number of other folks as well I m trying to think 
who else came up Ellen Corbett and Sarah Reyes Ellen s from 
San Leandro Sarah of course is from Fresno 

So I just brought a whole lot of folks up into my district to 
meet with and confer with my constituents on whatever policy 


issue I wanted to make them aware of So when it came time for 
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votes and bills and [to] get people to co author your bills it 
happened 

Because they had seen that relationship they felt kind of involved 

in a way they otherwise wouldn t have been 

Right 

Very interesting Now in 1997 when you came to Sacramento as a 
freshman assemblywoman the Assembly in a sense was—if it 
even has yet—was still getting used to the pace of turnover 
brought on by term limits What it meant to show up as a 
freshman was already starting to be different m terms of what you 
could hope for in terms of committee assignments and those sorts 
of things How did you find that transition 9 How did you go 
through trying to well get into the Democratic establishment and 
get what you needed to represent 9 

Well you know it s interesting Because my race was considered 
a key race that year because we were going to basically go from 
being Republican led you know to Democratic I was considered 
a Well there were lots of terms for it but let s just say a 
marginal member In other words it was really a district they 
still wanted to focus on with me as a freshman because it was key 


that we reelect me And there were a number of districts like that 



54 


Howard Wayne s district down in San Diego was one of them 
There were a number of others 

So because we were considered the marginal members so 
to speak we would get what we needed m terms of resources to do 
the things we needed to do for outreach in our district So in a 
way it was very advantageous So I was able to do what I wanted 
and get what I wanted pretty much 

Now m terms of committees I went in there with the idea 
that I d eventually like to be the chair of the Education] 
Committee Well Kerry Mazzoni was appointed the year—she 
was m her third year or so—she was appointed by Cruz Now I 
got on the committee but that was the only committee I really 
wished to chair 

As it turned out though my second year there m the middle 
of 98 Fred Keeley who was the chair of the Subcommittee on 
Resources the Budget Subcommittee on Resources became the 
Speaker Pro Tern and I got that chairship And although it was 
something I didn t actively seek I really benefited from that and 
was able to do great things in that committee because it was at a 
time when we did have surplus money and we were trying to 
reinvest back into the environment and the resource agencies And 
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as a result that s why you see these [awards and recognitions] that 
I got from all these trusts for public land and all that because I was 
able to take the lead on doing the reinvestment 
And you assumed the chair when? 

I think it was like halfway through 98 It was April of 98 
through 2000 So it was like two and a half years But that was a 
great committee to be on and I got to learn as a result all the 
inner workings of the different agencies from the EPA 
[Environmental Protection Agency] to Fish and Game to the 
Boating and Waterways whatever and how their budgets worked 
and what they needed which was very beneficial because look at 
where all the resources are located m my district And man we 
really benefited from that in those three years Of course now 
they re bleeding them dry again So that was a good position to be 
in 

Now you re sort of a natural organizer but when you come to 
Sacramento it s sort of a daunting thing Did you get advice? 

Who did you turn to to kind of figure out How do I hire? What 
do I do for staff? 

Well you know there wasn t We had like a day What 
was it? A daylong seminar at Sac State for the freshmen and 
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that s where I made friends with Bill Campbell But anyway that 
was it So we were pretty much on our own I mean basically 
they told us how the budget works That was the thrust of the 
seminar that we attended 

But in terms of who do you hire who do you look for what 
do you need how do you go about doing it I was pretty much on 
my own So I actually asked a couple of people from CTA that 
were lobbyists and actually a woman who worked for the 
Assembly majority services to give me a little guidance So they 
went through the book There s a book they give you with all the 
people s names in it who are looking for work and they went 
through and said Oh I know him he worked for such and such 
He d be good or She d be good So I kind of got some 
direction from them 

I ended up hiring my campaign manager right off the bat 
because obviously I needed somebody right off the bat to do some 
of this stuff with me She got hired as a legislative] aide 
Who was this 9 

Her name was Came [ ] And then I also hired a young man who 
worked for me to staff my district office in Santa Rosa That s the 
other thing I needed to fill positions m the district offices 
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So there were two things you know district offices and the 
Capitol And then of course I really wanted to add a district 
office in Ukiah There hadn t been one for like six years I didn t 
see how Dan Hauser could do it with just having one in Eureka and 
one in Santa Rosa I mean because you ve got this huge 
Mendocino County and then Lake County So I asked—again the 
advantage of being a marginal member— Cruz I really need 
another office to serve my constituents 

And he looks at the area and goes Oh my god of course 
you do And of course the rents in my neck of the woods are 
cheap I m sure some of these L A members were paying three 
times as much or more [for their offices] 

So we got a little office there I hired one person to do 
Mendocino one person to do Lake County And the person that I 
hired to do Lake County was a pro He worked for Barry Keene 
[phonetic] and Dan He just really knew his stuff Well he s now 
seventy four years old so he was in his late sixties at the time 
Just a great guy 

And then I hired some folks for the Eureka office and more 
for Santa Rosa But it really was a baptism of fire because I didn t 
really know I wasn t sure if I really needed a chief of staff or 
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did I just need a legislative director or did I need a this or that I 
just kind of looked at the They give you a list of what the 
designations are the titles and then they give you a list of people 
who ve done some of this stuff and then you just kind of interview 
people So I interviewed people made some hires and got started 
Thinking about that transition again of January of 97 what was 
the single most difficult or challenging thing for you about starting 
in the legislature 7 

I think one of the things I had a real hard time with was not making 
every decision myself I mean being a classroom teacher you just 
do it all From the way the room s laid out to the curriculum this 
that you re used to overseeing everything So I had to let go I had 
to learn to let go or I was going to drive myself into the ground 
So I had to learn to trust and rely on other people 
To vet bills for you to look at bills to bung to you what mattered 7 
Yes to condense things to summarize stuff That was difficult 
And then of course just kind of learning the lay of the land and 
how things worked m some cases how things didn t work I can 
remember being My first budget the first budget year we went 
through I can remember just being totally appalled I couldn t 


believe it I d heard about it 
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About the process you mean 9 

The process yes and how absolutely political it could be having 
nothing to do with anything but just I need something for my 
district I mean it s still happening People read about it and 
they just go Oh and they roll their eyes I just think there s got 
to be a better way And it appalled me But that s the way they do 
things in Sacramento so to speak 

But I think that might be coming to an end I mean I think 
this year you saw two members a Republican and a Democrat 
strike out and say Hey wait a minute We think we can work 
together and come up with a compromise I think you re starting 
to see people seeing that the old way of doing things just is 
dysfunctional So hopefully maybe over time But term limits 
has not helped that Because it takes a while to get up the courage 
to stand up and say You blow this isn t working folks I m 
going to do it my way 

You must have gotten up to speed relatively quickly because I was 
looking through your files last week and I saw when you got 
reelected in 98 [that] one of the deluge of congratulatory little 
notes sent out and I think it was one from Kevin Shelley maybe 
talking about they thought you were one of the members that really 
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got up to speed very quickly Did you feel that way yourself 7 Did 
you feel you d mastered the process pretty well by 
STROM MARTIN [laughs] Not really I think what I mastered more than anything 
was probably the relationships part making the relationships And 
if you get the relationships down things tend to move quicker for 
you But you have to do a lot of networking and that kind of thing 
and I think I realized early on that it s mostly who you know and 
who to go to and how to pick out who that person might be to 
make something happen the way you want it to happen A lot of 
gamesmanship over there 
ETTINGER That s very time intensive 

STROM MARTIN Yes Yes it is And nobody was leading me by the hand and 
saying Hey let me give you a tip I mean occasionally Dick 
Floyd would do that You know Dick Floyd He s been here for a 
while Or you know Lou Papan or somebody 

It was kind of everybody for themselves and I think term 
limits has really created that People don t see themselves in there 
for the long run anymore they see themselves m for the short run 
which means How do I get to my next step and who do I have to 
step on to get there* 7 [laughs] It s too bad 
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I think like a lot of things the unintended consequences of term 
limits are slowly being appreciated and who knows what will 
become of them 

Let s talk a little bit about your first session then in terms 
of your specific goals When you came up to Sacramento did you 
have a folder of ideas a folder of bills certain things that you 
thought you were going to prioritize 9 What were they and how 
did you arrive at them 9 

You know my campaign was focusing on environment education 
and economy so we did have three bills that had to do with the 
economy that we put across the desk the first day we could and 
those I had talked about during the campaign So true to my 
campaign promise we put them across the desk Weren t very 
successful but you know you live and learn 

And I had some ideas on education absolutely I had a ton 
of stuff I wanted to work on there But of course we had a 
Republican governor at the time and that was difficult those first 
two years because I did not agree with Pete Wilson s agenda for 


education as a classroom teacher 
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Yes Among other things he had standardized testing plans Talk 
a little bit about your Did you communicate with him directly 
about it 9 

No I didn t communicate with him directly about it but I did talk 
to some of this staff members 

The test was my biggest battle my first year going against 
the test and trying to convince my Democratic colleagues to go 
against the test And at the time it was really Kerry Mazzom who 
was she was the chair and she was pretty much carrying the water 
on that thing And I said Please I said it s the cart before the 
horse We don t have nearly enough teachers that are qualified in 
our classrooms We don t have them trained The standards 
haven t even been written on some of the curriculum yet How can 
we be testing kids based on these standards when they re not being 
taught teachers aren t being trained and they re not in the 
textbooks 9 I said Believe me I ve been there 

So there were several different caucuses where I just got up 
and the two of us just And at the end it was the last night of 
session we weren t going to vote for that bill boy and Wilson 
wanted it like nothing We went all night We kept voting it down 
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and voting it down and Kerry was busy working people and the 
governor was sending people down to work people 

I remember one of the members of the Republican caucus 
had to go God was it Rico Oiler 9 Somebody had Oh no 
It was Gosh I can t remember Anyway had to fly to a 
funeral in Wisconsin or something and the governor was 
threatening to fly a plane out there and bring him back so he could 
vote on it they needed that It was that close 

We went all night on that thing And finally at the very 
end two of the people who told me they weren t going to vote for 
it ended up coming over And I 11 never forget that I ve kept a 
whole scrapbook on that entire twenty four hour period you know 
with the different votes and everything It was a real lesson to me 
and I just said This isn t the way to go It s not time yet It s not 
like we don t want to be accountable it s just that it makes no 
sense 

And of course I was right Next year everybody started 
realizing Oh my god Oh no these scores are going to be 
horrible Well of course they re going to be horrible when they 
come out But I didn t enjoy saying I told you so 
Were there other teachers in the Assembly 9 
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The first couple of years there really weren t Betty Kamette had 
taught You know she was a senator at the time because she had 
just won senator But Jackie Goldberg who d taught for many 
years in the classroom and Fran Pauley didn t get elected until 
2000 so I was pretty much it I mean a few people had taught 
junior college courses or whatever Oh TomTorlakson actually 
had taught in high school so Tom kind of knew what the drill was 
A surprisingly low number though of teachers if you think about 
it 

Yes 

So you had as a first time member then 

I d established myself I remember Martha Escutia saying to me 
You re not a freshman anymore in the middle of this fracas we 
were going through trying to keep these people on their votes 
Yes it really kind of divided the Democrats 
It did But there were minority More Democrats voted against 
than for the test but obviously the Republicans 
Were people telling you they felt that it was voter heat voter 
pressure they were worried about that vote or was it 
In some cases yes I m sure that was it You know it s like the 
public will think that we want to not make teachers accountable 
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not make the system accountable But you ve got to realize it 
works in an incremental fashion 

At one point Rod Wright He s now a senator Anyway 
Rod Wright [and Ed Vincent were] brought down to Wilson s 
office in the middle of the night like two or three in the morning 
and told This bill is for your people It s for those poor black 
kids in the ghetto to make these teachers toe the line do the right 
thing 

But Rod held the line and he told me afterwards I won t 
go up unless they get the votes and then I 11 be the next one 
which is exactly what happened 

I could see where that would be a crystallizing sort of experience 
in your first session to have that issue come up 
It definitely was 

And to fight a losing Ultimately to lose Sometimes you learn 
a lot more when you 

Yes Well what I learned was that the old adage about keep your 
word is absolutely what you rely on people who keep their word 
And when they don t keep their word one time for you then you 
don t trust them anymore You just can t And that s what I 


learned about that 
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Yes people talk about m the legislature operators and people that 
are more apt to stand on principle and they re both m there 
They re both m there yes And I learned a couple of people I 
thought were operating on their principles were in fact operators 
Let s stay on education for a second Obviously when we talk 
about later terms you can talk about it a little more 

You did introduce in that first session a few other bills or 
endorsed or co introduced One was a battle over the Teacher 
Credentialmg Oversight Board or a bill that was targeting Teacher 
Credentialing Commission I m not sure if that rings a bell 
Another had to do with—this one actually if I m not mistaken 
was passed but vetoed—was telephones in classrooms 
Yes that was a big deal 

Tell me a little bit about the origins of that Was that one of the 
things you drove to Sacramento with that idea 9 
Yes I definitely came to Sacramento with that idea And that 
actually came out of a CTA state council committee You know 
they have committees just like the legislature has committees and 
I served on a couple of them This one came out of the 
Communications Committee and it was brought up that we really 
need to mandate that we have a telephone a real telephone in 
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every classroom for no other reason than safety issues But it 
certainly would be great if a teacher who s supposed to be a 
professional could actually pick up a phone and call a parent when 
they needed to call a parent even if it was at work communicate 
with parents that way and you know for the safety part of it as 
well 

And you know we went on and on about Yeah but how 
much is that going to cost? 

So we ended up doing the bill saying that all schools that 
would be built and that would be modernized from now on will 
have to have that component in it And if you can do it with cell 
phones fine but there s got to be a separate line for the teacher to 
use And it got vetoed And I think it got vetoed the second year 
and then finally it was signed by It was three years I know I 
brought it up [Gray] Davis signed it his first year 
Yes and they were rather thick files each of those battles It s 
amazing how 


[End Tape 2 Side A] 
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ETTINGER OK So we 11 talk more about education m future sessions as well 

Another thing well we touched on it already but I want to 
talk about it a little bit is representing a rural district In going 
through your bill files from that first session a real broad range of 
things that you brought forward things having to do with small 
business tax breaks recycling state funding of background checks 
a variety of things Talk a little bit about the kind of 
STROM MARTIN Oh right 

ETTINGER Or that one for instance was kind of an interesting issue 

STROM MARTIN Yes The state funding for background checks I mean there were 
a lot of people Because the state was mandating background 
checks for a number of different jobs that was a big issue kind of 
across the board statewide So I did one that had to do with Parks 
and Recreation districts saying that the state was going to have to 
pick up the tab for anybody who was going to volunteer to work 
there I actually got an award from the State Parks and Rec 
Society for that because you know all those costs add up 

And it was a fairly big deal I mean I didn t realize at the 
time what a big deal it really was but you know it was Of 
course they would have contact with kids so obviously you want 
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background checks I remember there had been that rape at the 
high school Deborah Ortiz s—remember?—district girl she d 
been killed And I remember Deborah was doing a similar bill 
about anybody who s working at a school And it just kind of 
The whole thing grew and it was going to be costly 

The local government will tell you the state just adds 
mandate after mandate after mandate without any costs associated 
with it and they just don t seem to care that we have to pick up the 
tab And we ve lost our Prop 13 money so it was getting worse 
and worse and worse 

So you heard a lot from your county officers about 
Oh yes 

I mean no counties are ever particularly flush m California s post 
Prop 13 world but the counties you re representing had some very 
difficult things especially with health services 
Yes 

Just real bare bones budgets all the time 
Very much so Very much so yes I had What is it? How 
many? Eight incorporated cities or nine incorporated cities but a 
lot of little smaller towns as well where we had a lot of rural health 
clinics and that type of thing So yes very very hard for them to 
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operate just on a very very narrow margin So anything extra was 
always a big deal 

That Rural Economic Development Committee were they 
addressing things like This is the status of our hospital here our 
fifteen bed hospital 7 Were they addressing all those sorts of 
issues or were you trying to use that as a way to address 
Actually we had separate different meetings on health issues 
The main three hearings that I had had to do with just being m 
business period just what it s like to be in business in a rural area 
Then I had like I told you I had a separate hearing on the Indians 
and their economic development plans that they were working on 
other than casinos 

We had a whole hearing on trying to identify and reward 
people who were using recycling in their businesses I had the 
telecommunications hearing just about rural telecommunications 
up in Crescent City 

Some of them were focused on one issue and then the three 
[hearings] were just like the three big ones letting it all hang out 
And they were really well attended I should mention You know 
we had 100 150 people at each one of those which was really 
good And we did it in a manner where people could break out 
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into workshops you know and kind of brainstorm ideas and bring 
them back And if you have the opportunity to read any of the 
report on those three Carol Gaubatz is the one who [wrote them] 
She did a good job You kind of pinpoint ongoing themes and of 
course the whole purpose was to just kind of pick out what it was 
we really could do 

Right You said it s the basis for legislation 
Legislation yes 

Economic development doesn t have to but sometimes does 
collide with environmental concerns One thing that s kind of 
unique about that district as well is that you have real strong 
passions and real mobilized voters m a sense on both sides of that 
issue I want to talk about the environmental issues two ways 
One just in terms of what you were trying to accomplish that first 
term recycling and another one was I think bay studies a study 
of coastal waters that you were trying to get 
Right I ve had a couple of bills that dealt with that 
And this one then in the first year I know was also subject to I 
think a Wilson veto But then I want to talk about that and then 
talk about the Headwaters which also was something you kind of 
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stepped into and all of a sudden absorbed a lot of energy and time 

from you 

Right 

You mentioned that the environment was one of the issues In 
terms of bills you brought then to Sacramento what were you 
prioritizing on the environmental front I guess in your first term 9 
Was the recycling 

Yes I mean recycling was not as controversial as timber although 
after I did do a couple of timber bills And recycling is something 
that s very very big on the north coast From Crescent City down 
to Mendocino even to Sonoma County there s a lot of activity 
going on around that 

The bill I did that had to do with recycling rebates was for 
businesses that utilized recycling m their own business That was 
going to be like a tax rebate for them That just didn t get beyond 
the Appropriations Committee because of the timing It was 
during the energy crisis 

Actually [there was an earlier bill that required state 
buildings to comply with solid waste reductions just as local 
governments were required to under the 1989 Integrated Waste 
Management Act The idea being that state owned buildings are 
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part of the local government s waste stream so then they should 
also have to comply ] The [recycling] bill that I did in I 
believe it was 2001 
Yes 

Yes But something good did come out of that Now there s this 
organization Safe BidCo [State Assistance Fund for Enterprise 
Business and Industrial Development Corporation] which grants 
small business loans to small businesses puts on a little affair 
every year where they give out these green conservation awards 
basically with the idea being we can t give you a tax rebate but 
here we re going to acknowledge the fact that you re doing the 
right things There are growing numbers of those businesses on 
the north coast Actually it extends from the Bay Area north 
because it includes [John L ] Burton s and [Joe] Nation s district 
and [Patricia] Wiggins as well as Wesley [Chesbro] s 
As a first time legislator and you re learning about the various 
interest groups and the personalities behind them things are 
coming your way through phone calls through meetings you 
attended and you re really being kind of pressed on a variety of 
different things whether it s fishermen environmentalists whether 
it s the timber industry the railroads And they re coming to you 
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with very specific things and sometimes your goal is to try to 
work with them but sometimes you have to say no How did you 
deal with learning how to do that how to deal with that 9 
STROM MARTIN Well m most cases I tried to take on the issue as with the railroad 
I did a number of bills for the North Coast Railroad Authority 
which is just lingering I don t know what s going to happen with 
it 

But I 11 give you an example The Jackson State 
Demonstration Forest which is 5 000 acres in Mendocino County 
and has been a demonstration forest for some time has always 
been a little bit controversial The proceeds from the logging the 
money that s made from selling the logs in that forest goes back 
into a fund that is used for watershed restoration projects So it s 
interesting But that forest along with some smaller ones m the 
state were created essentially to show and demonstrate various 
forest practices and provide good examples and good models to the 
private industry and even just small landowners as well And 
that s been the focus on it 

They actually manage it pretty well I think but there has 
been a growing number of people in Mendocino County that want 
to see that demonstration forest turned into basically a public trust 
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and just stop the logging or really minimize it and just have it as 
maybe even like a state park So there s been that movement and 
I listened to those folks several years ago and the organization 
Forests Forever that ran that initiative back in 90 this stop clear 
cuts stuff they ve joined with this local organization and I 
carried a bill that basically changed the language slightly not 
greatly it was just a little incremental step saying that when you 
do log we want to consider all of these things and then there was 
a whole list you know recreation recreational values obviously 
habitat water quality and the rest of it 

And I m telling you again the Georgia Pacific folks over 
there—which of course no longer exist they ve left the area— 
came out of the woodwork and said What are you trying to do? 
This is going to cost us jobs 

I said Look We re just saying all of these values should 
be equal and should be considered when logging takes place in this 
forest And I even talked to [Andrea] Andie Tuttle she s the 
director of CDF [California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection] now and a friend actually and she didn t have too 
much problem with it But just the idea that you were kind of 
going in that direction that this was looked at as the slippery slope 
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That other values could be 

Right So I finally said to these folks and this was like a year 
before I was [inaudible] I said Look Vince this guy who s 
heading up the whole thing I said You know what you really 
need to do to help me out here on this if we re going to make any 
progress 9 Because in essence I kind of agree with where they re 
going I said You need to engage more community members in 
Mendocino County and specifically the electeds You need to get 
your City Council there in Fort Bragg to look at this as a value 
You need to get the Board of Supervisors to get on board You 
need to start a campaign start educating people and not be m their 
face so much but just say Hey look Maybe we could look at it 
from this perspective 

Rather than jumping right to the state level 
Right And that s what I found out You know if you don t have 
all your ducks in order so to speak you re just fighting uphill So 
that s the way I left it with him 

Ironically he just got cited for timber violations on his own 
property Apparently he cut down fifteen trees without getting the 
proper [permits] you know So I just had to laugh It s just so 

ironic you know [laughs] 
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Moving to another question you d talked about that debate with 
your opponent m the 96 election with timber workers and the 
issue had come up about prevailing wage and sort of union things 
And at the same time they re I guess going to be listening to you 
as a candidate and talking about timber harvesting What were you 
saying and what were you beginning to think*? What did you really 
think about that as a political issue*? 

I realized that there was still going to be needs for timber 
harvesting and the north coast was still going to be producing 
timber so of course I said I believe m sustainable timber 
harvesting which can be achieved Of course the definition 
what are we talking about*? Are we talking about clear cutting 
ancient trees*? We didn t get into the details I just acknowledged 
the fact that the timber industry could continue ad infinitum if it 
practiced sustainably 

And that s kind of what the Headwaters deal was about you 
know writing those sustained yield plans and habitat conservation 
plans with that in mind Well now come to find out they re 
being challenged m court and apparently there s some question as 
to whether or not there wasn t fraud involved when they basically 
came up with their plans Now the agencies Fish and Game and 
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CDF Forestry both signed on to those plans and seemed to think 
that they were sustainable But you know we 11 see We don t 
know yet 

Had the Headwaters issue specifically had that come up in the 96 
campaign 9 

No because that didn t happen until the following year There had 
been many attempts to try to purchase that property I mean Dan 
Hamburg had tried to purchase 44 000 acres and I ve heard that 
had he not been so adamant about 44 000 acres that he could have 
gotten maybe you know a little less than that or whatever I 
don t know It s always been a huge bone of contention but I 
think that in the long run what we did was good and I m just 
really curious to see what happens with this court case if in fact it 
does go to court 

When the deal was announced that California was going to chip in 
a certain amount of money towards it and of course that became 
the issue here in Sacramento Senator [Byron] Sher among others 
was calling for a greater investigation into what the impacts were 
and all that sort of stuff Talk a little bit just about your role in 
that or how you may have worked with Senator Sher 



STROM MARTIN Well he and I conferred quite a bit as this thing was rolling In 
fact we had meetings with also Senator Thompson at the time 
who was senator and there wasn t always agreement between the 
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three of us on what should be done I remember one meeting 
especially we had with John Campbell who was president of the 
company at the time and harsh words were [spoken] 

My role though was really in acknowledging the lost jobs 
That was the angle I was coming at for the county 
Mitigating the 

Right And so that s why we got that extra money from the state 
and then Frank Riggs actually got some from federal government 
as well 

But yes I mean it was dicey and people absolutely did not 
have any faith or trust in Charles Hurwitz And why should they 9 
I mean look what he d done to former employees and their 
pension plans And I agreed But I felt like at least we were going 
to get the amount of land that we got and then plus there were two 
lesser forests that we actually got as well and that would be saved 
forever But again it s just not a closed book yet 
But you were expending your political capital more on the issue of 
mitigation and trying to get that 9 
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STROM MARTIN Right That s why I had a group of Humboldt County residents 
come down and we had a four hour hearing It s all on tape And 
Senator Slier started off and then he had to go back to his district 
so I ended up being there for the whole time by myself pretty 
much although Senator Thompson was there for part of it And so 
we heard from everybody And that s when I made the proposal 
that there should be some mitigation from the state for what s 
going to happen [to the county] 

And 111 tell you Antonio Villaraigoso who was the 
Speaker at the time stood behind me 100 percent helped me 
negotiate that 

ETTINGER In your first term of office did you make it a point to try and get 

around your district 7 Were you really aggressive about trying to 

STROM MARTIN Oh yes The first four years I was Every weekend I mean I 
only spent one or at the most two weekends at home Yes I 
mean we had a plan so I could go out to some of these little areas 
little communities like Laytonville and Leggett and Point Arena 
and actually hold office hours so people could come and meet me 
And then of course there was the regular luncheons and things 
they want you to come and talk to them you know the invites 
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But I also did this outreach program with the express 
purpose of talking to people who d never seen their legislator ever 
before That happened quite a bit in Lake County Dan Hauser 
had only had Lake County for four years because it was right after 
the redistricting again So they hadn t seen much of him and they 
had a bad attitude about you know So we wanted to go and 
say Hey we re here 
Where they sat in the district 9 

[laughs] Yes I guess I mean they thought maybe they were 
ignored But we changed all that and Senator Thompson was 
always very good about being out and about as well So between 
the two of us they saw their legislators quite a bit 
Was there optimism among Democrats in 97 98 about the 
potential for the election in 98 9 
Oh yes Oh yes 

Tell me about your impressions of Governor Wilson You 
overlapped with him for two years 

You know he was That was at a time when they utilized the 


big five so to speak to conduct the kind of final budget 
negotiations and he was more than willing to sit down and duke it 
out with them I remember being in our caucus and Cruz coming 
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back and talking about what they talked about And there were 
ongoing negotiations with him He was very actively involved so 
in that sense he was good And he was pretty consistent about 
what he wanted and what he didn t want I mean you knew how 
to read him 

Of course I had gone round and round with his whole idea 
of the testing and he knew that I had created that last session scene 
for him and I m sure he wasn t appreciative of it So at his little 
annual barbeque that he had every year I brought him an olive 
branch and gave him the olive branch and I said Well Governor 
I know we don t always see eye to eye on certain things when it 
comes to education but I know we both have the end goal in mind 
and that is making the state better for our kids So he took the 
olive branch 

He was equally gracious about it 7 
Yes he was pretty gracious 

I think I remember reading an account of that in the Journal or 
something They had suggested that maybe some of the vetoes of 
bills you had suffered may have been payback for problems you 


had caused 
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I m sure they were I mean I only got ten bills to his desk that 
year and seven of them were vetoed I got three signed 
Why don t we just close with the reelection campaign in 98 I m 
sure it must feel like it comes up quickly 

It does You know you re in there a year and then all of a sudden 

oh it s time to get on the campaign trail again 

And that first campaign had been very expensive I mean in terms 

of spending on both sides it almost set records or I think it maybe 

did set a record for your district 

It did yes 

Well over a million I think 

Yes A million for me and she I think it s a couple million 
between the two of us yes 

And you weren t worried about the primary so much as the general 
election at this point 9 I mean you weren t worried about 
There was no opposition from any Democrats so essentially I had 
the Republican candidate Sam Crump who was a council member 
from Sebastopol opposed me Interesting chap 

But we didn t spend much money I mean we didn t have 
to We opened up a little office and we did the essential debates 
and that type of thing But I had been out in the district so much 
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they just had seen me so much they knew what I was about they 
knew what I was doing I mean I didn t have to kind of prove 
myself I mean he was challenging my seat trying to say that I 
was too soft on this and too soft on that and I didn t want this I 
don t know I can t even remember what his message was A lot 
of it was just I didn t know where he d made it up 

I think we only spent like a couple hundred thousand dollars 
on that reelection campaign I think we did two pieces of mail I 
did a little radio and one TV spot That was it And of course 
then you go around and you go to the editorial boards and then 
there s debates and that was pretty much it 
In the governor s race did you endorse anybody early on 9 
Yes I did Yes I did The Women s Legislative Caucus was 
pretty active in interviewing the candidates prior and we kind of 
wanted to invite them and talk to them I was not impressed with 
A1 Checchi one bit He was like he knew what he was going to 
do and he didn t want any input from anybody He just didn t 
impress me 

So actually I was impressed with Jane Hannon and I ended 


up endorsing her 
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And then in the general election did Candidate Davis make his 
way up into your district 7 

I m trying to think did he come up 9 I don t think he did I think 
the only time he s been m my district His wife has been up 
there The only time he personally has been there was when we 
came up with the $12 million check which of course you know 
he wanted to stand in front of [the Board of Supervisors] and say 
Well he said nice things about me how I d gotten the money 
but that was the only time So he didn t make it up there 
Why don t we just wrap it up here for today and next time we 11 
talk more about some of the details of the things you pursued in 
your next couple of years in the Assembly 
OK 

Thanks for your time 
You re welcome 


[End Tape 2 Side B] 
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[Begin Tape 3 Side A] 

ETTINGER Today is September 9 2003 This is Professor [Patrick] Ettmger 

and I m sitting again in the offices of former Assemblywoman 
Virginia Strom Martin in the second of our senes of interviews 
about her career 

Last time in our interview Virginia we looked back at your 
family background your education your interests your beginnings 
into politics and a little bit about your first term But before we 
started the tape here today you mentioned a couple of other things 
that I think are very interesting about your sort of political 
apprenticeship and I wondered if you d talk about them for a few 
minutes the Bodega Head nuclear plant and your work on a 
congressional campaign as well and kind of get those on the 
record 

STROM MARTIN Well I had time to think about it since the last time we met and I 
was trying to think about certain involvements that I had when I 
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was younger that kind of awakened me to politics and I think the 
Bodega Head example s a really good one I was in my early 
teens thirteen or fourteen years old when PG&E [Pacific Gas and 
Electric] determined that they were going to build a nuclear reactor 
on Bodega Head And of course this is a seismically active area 
You know the San Andreas Fault runs right out into the ocean 
right about at that point and of course people were reacting very 
negatively to that 

I happened to have a boyfriend at the time whose mother 
was especially active in the movement to stop it So I particularly 
remember one day where we went out to the coast near Bodega 
Head carrying picket signs along the highway so people that were 
driving by could see that we were protesting this thing from 
happening And the protest itself did gather considerable 
momentum from not only just regular folks but I guess from the 
elected officials and it was never built 

But again this was another example of me seeing the power 
of group effort so to speak and what could be done It was really 
my first time I ever carried a picket sign Not to be the last but the 
first So I was just remembering that 
Yes that s interesting 


ETTINGER 



88 


STROM MARTIN 


ETTINGER 
STROM MARTIN 

ETTINGER 
STROM MARTIN 


And then the second thing I remembered was back m 71 and this 
was at the same time that I was getting my teaching credential I 
was at Sonoma State College there was a guy running to oppose 
the incumbent congressional person from our area In fact it was 
Don Clausen who was the incumbent But this person who ran 
against him was a vet His name was Bill Kortum Bill Kortum 
was very active in coastal access issues and it was largely because 
of his efforts that the Coastal Act was enacted in the early 
seventies 72 But at this point in time 71 he was running to try 
to compete with Don Clausen he was trying to replace him 
Was he a Vietnam vet? 

You know I don t believe he was He was a little bit older at the 
time He had been a longtime veterinarian m the area He d been 
on the 

Oh veterinarian I thought you meant veteran 
Oh OK yes He was a large animal veterinarian But a very good 
guy very environmentally conscious and aware so he was a great 
candidate He later became a supervisor for the County of 
Sonoma 


But at this point in time he was running for Congress and 
that enabled me to actually do my first precinct walking went door 
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to door with leaflets and flyers trying to promote Bill And again I 
had a boyfriend—same boyfriend actually that I had when I was 
fourteen—who was his campaign manager Sol went along on a 
lot of the little campaign treks and fundraisers and that type of 
thing and got kind of a sense of what it was like to be a candidate 

Unfortunately of course he lost but I guess it was our gain because then he did go on 
to be a supervisor 

ETTINGER But it was kind of a practical political internship in the sense that 

you saw what campaigns look like 9 

STROM MARTIN Yes and the amount of energy and time and how grueling it could 
be 

ETTINGER When we left off last time we d gotten through your first 

term of office and we talked a little bit about education for sure 
and your goals coming into office But I d really like to spend a 
fair amount of time today talking about that and I was thinking 
you really could hardly have served in office at a time that was 
more important m California history modem California history 
about education reform Just the years that you were there really 
coincided with a great deal of energy Before it got derailed a little 
bit by the energy and budget crisis in California it was the top 
agenda issue So that s what I want to talk about 
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You had some conflicts with [Pete] Wilson over educational 
goals We talked last time about the battle over testing and Kerry 
Mazzom You saw a bit more eye to eye with [Gray] Davis A bit 
more yet he continued to push some approaches that you weren t 
entirely comfortable with He had a similar sort of carrot and stick 
approach about testing pushing exit exams 

I d like to just begin by having you talk a little bit about his 
initial package of reforms that got pushed through in 99 You co 
authored one of his first bills or earned it if I m not mistaken yet 
you had some reservations about the other ones So maybe if it 
makes sense we could talk about the four key reforms m 99 the 
reading initiative exit exams peer review system and school 
rankings It s a big plateful of things to go through but you were 
at the center in the Education Committee So want to take a stab 
at 

STROM MARTIN Sure Yes the governor has said and continues to say that 
education is his first second and third pnonty and he really 
means it During his first couple of years of office he did have a 
very ambitious package of reforms and while I probably agreed 
pretty much with them I didn t think that having all of them at one 
time was going to be an effective way to go about reforming 
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schools Change does take time especially when you re talking 
about institutional change So I felt like everything at once was 
not going to be met with a lot of Well I guess I should say 
with the open arms of the education community because you just 
can t dump it all on them at once You just can t 

Nevertheless he had an ambitious agenda and he was going 
to be in office for many years so we would have to deal with what 
he wanted to do 

And he had a pretty good margin of victory in the 98 election 
Yes he did The testing of course was something that he agreed 
with I always felt that while tests were valid and were good 
indicators of the success or failure of a school you had to put m 
place the things that were going to cause the school to be 
successful And at that time it was a time of transition The state 
Board of Education had adopted very clear goals and objectives 
and standards for all the different curriculum areas but it was 
incremental m terms of getting those standards in the form of new 
textbooks which reflected the standards and the teacher training 
that necessarily goes along with these new standards And those 
things weren t in place The standards were in place first 
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So I felt my best emphasis and the best work that I could 
do would be on teacher preparation and teacher education So I 
kind of put my efforts into those things The peer review was one 
of them I co authored that with Antonio Villaraigosa the Speaker 
at the time The two of us worked on the peer review I felt like 
that was a good initiative because it would necessarily involve 
pretty experienced teachers in helping teachers that needed more 
coaching And I m a firm believer that teachers are excellent 
teachers of their peers and are received well by their peers So I 
worked on that 

Also I was definitely behind getting money for the adoption 
of those new textbooks that we necessarily needed to reflect the 
standards that the state board again had adopted So I put effort 
behind that and had some input in the textbook legislation 

But still you know I felt like the accountability part should 
be the very last thing that we should be dealing with So for 
instance the high school exit exam I pretty well knew kind of in 
the back of my mind that that was something that probably would 
be fine tuned later on Clearly many schools weren t receiving 
equal instruction and especially those schools that were having the 
most problems that had the most at risk students They weren t 
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getting the kind of education that some of the suburban school kids 
were getting So I realized that with all things being equal yes 
then let s hold everybody accountable 

But I knew that the exit exam was going to be a little 
premature I always had that feeling And sure enough even this 
past year they moved it they pushed it back because obviously 
they were facing litigation and have faced litigation over the 
inequalities between different school districts 
Let s just talk about that part of his package the exit exams In 
that early 1999 it was a quick breeze session in which you got 
these things enacted Were there discussions in the Assembly 
Education Committee hopes fears that some of these things 
might be slowed down and it just didn t look possible so it was a 
manner of trying to work with him 9 When you first were 
presented with this sort of agenda were there things like reaction 
more of I really want to stop these but that doesn t look 
possible 9 

Well yes I mean it was difficult For one thing you always fear 
that if you go up against the governor with his objectives which 
were you know believe me I mean I felt like they were very 
worthy objectives I just didn t feel like we could implement 
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everything at once There s always the fear that Gee if I make a 
big stink about this I might get some bills 
I 11 be out of the conversation 

Well I might be unfortunately seen as somebody who s trying to 
prevent progress And I wasn t but I was just trying to be realistic 
So we had a lot of discussions I think in committee about well 
how long is it going to take these students to actually come up to 
snuff Well unless they have teachers that are qualified and that 
was obviously something that we needed to work on and unless 
they have the tools they need which are the good textbooks and 
the time it s going to take to really impart the subject matter 
they re going to fail And why set them up for failure 9 

So even though we ended up passing that particular bill—I 
think Jack O Connell authored the first high school exit exam 
bill—in the back of my mind I knew that we would revisit it I 
mean it was something that was going to be out there for a while 
I think the deadline was What was it 9 It was this year It was 
what 2002 they had to 
I think it was 

Yes and it was something that we passed in 98 So I went along 


with it although trying to bring up kind of the reality of the 
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situation Having been a classroom teacher things do happen 
incrementally 

At that point on the Education Committee who were some of your 
allies I guess or who were some of the people that you were 
working most closely with or maybe shared that sort of 
Well in the beginning the first couple of years Well that was 

of course Wilson s second couple of years Well Mike Honda 
actually was one who I think realized that these changes were 
going to take time And Mike had been a principal he had been a 
classroom teacher Tom Torlakson was another one Susan Davis 
was pretty reasonable about it Scott Wildman had taught a couple 
of years 

It was mainly people who had either been school board 
members or who had actually been a teacher that realized that the 
system does move slowly But I think that we were all willing to 
let the governor have his way because we realized that ultimately 
that was a goal we should be heading towards 
I remember reading an article in which you said the legislature 
basically just sort of saying you know We want to support you 
on this but there were reservations about how fast things were 


going on 
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The school rankings were tied into the exams and that was 
another piece of that battle Tell me a little bit about that issue 
STROM MARTIN Well that one was especially uncomfortable for me Again here 
we are pushing the envelope and saying OK we want things to 
change we want them to change quickly We want our kids to 
improve We all want that But now we re going to rank you 
according to this test this one test 

And you know the original thought was that there would be 
more than one measure in order to rank you know to give the 
academic performance index ranking In fact the way it was 
written was that they would consider other measures other than just 
the one test And we weren t there yet We still just had one test 
And I kept saying we need multiple measures because taking a test 
once a year is not an adequate reflection of how a school is doing 
It just simply isn t I mean I gave standardized tests every year 
that I taught as a teacher and I never ever took them that 
seriously because I was testing my kids myself I was evaluating 
them ongoing throughout the school year And to me those 
evaluations that I did on the curriculum mattered more than a once 
a year test that we were required to take 
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So I had a lot of problem with that and I think I introduced 
a couple of bills that included other measures Again I understood 
where the governor was going but I didn t agree with the way he 
was trying to get there 

The Assembly Education Committee leadership met with his 
education secretary What was the relationship with was it Gary 
Hart at that point 9 

Yes Gary Hart was his first appointee and Gary was there for I 
believe a year and then it was John [B ] Mockler who became the 
interim And then when Kerry was termed out then she became 
his secretary 

Tell me a little bit about your impressions of Gary Hart because in 
that first very intense year I imagine you had some conversations 
with him 

I did I had him into my office several times and we had talks I m 
an admirer of his In fact he had a bill that directly affected my 
school and that was the Senate Bill 1274 which was a reform bill 
for schools It was a grant application that you could apply for to 
implement reforms and it was all based on local reforms It 
wasn t a statewide thing Individual schools could apply for this 
grant They were called restructuring grants 
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Was this something he d done when he was in the Senate 9 
Yes it was something that he had done And I remember my first 
meeting with him This was actually when Wilson was still 
governor I said I think that that grant program that you had and 
the application process was just great It really helped teachers 
and principals and parents to start thinking outside the box in terms 
of how we can make our schools better for our kids and what kinds 
of reforms are needed And I said I know just going through the 
process that I went through as a teacher really opened my eyes and 
really made me change my way of teaching and I thought it was 
very valuable to the students 

So I wanted to extend that whole program I came to the 
legislature ready to extend that program because the funding had 
run out So I did in fact introduce a bill which would have helped 
extend it It didn t make it You know Governor Wilson wanted 
to just stop it basically But I think I was on kind of the same 
wavelength as Gary in terms of structural reform in schools 
So he was in a sense a very effective appointment by Davis 
I think he was I mean he really understands the nature of the 
school climate He kind of gets the overall big picture which I 
think is real important because many people are very genuine and 
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very desirous of making schools better but they don t get all the 
dynamics that are involved in trying to change a school s culture 
and that s what we re talking about 

Did he listen well? I mean did he bnng things as an intermediary 
between the Davis administration and the legislature? Do you feel 
like he listened well? 

I think he listened well to everyone but ultimately he was the 
governor s spokesperson and he had to be the advocate for the 
governor and that s the nature of the job you know being the 
secretary I think he was a little frustrated I really feel that after 
his year was up—and apparently he had told Governor Davis that 
he would give him a year but he didn t want to go beyond that—I 
think that when his year was up he was relieved because he went 
back to Sac State 

This is your second term but were you personally sort of surprised 
that everything got through as quickly as it did? 

Well I didn t really know what to expect having not been a 
legislator that long but I knew that obviously the administration 
had great power and also had the power to veto line item veto 
And you know this was the governor s baby then it s probably 
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going to get passed somehow And I should say that we negotiated 
back and forth on certain things and the governor gave a little 
I can give a really good example of where the governor 
completely backed down on one of his ideas and that was the 
extension of the school year for middle school aged kids I mean 
that created such an uproar in the education community and 
again a number of us in the legislature we just felt that that was 
not something that we should be doing at this point in time 
I think he introduced that his second year maybe and it didn t go 
anywhere 
Yes 

You of course were representing your district but you were also a 
teacher and suddenly now in this atmosphere kind of a high 
profile one Did you hear from grassroots teachers'? 

Oh yes 

What kinds of things were you hearing 9 

Well pretty much I really have to say with very little exception 
most of the folks that I dealt with who were either administrators 
teachers or school board members agreed with me and that was 
the sense that the train was going too fast down the tracks and was 
headed for a collision course In other words please hold back 
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give the local school district a little discretion give us a little time 
to get all of these things these building blocks in place before 
you re going to expect us to pass with flying colors 

So yes they loved me because they knew I d just gotten 
out of a classroom They knew I understood what was going on 
And I met with the superintendent of the county and different 
school principals and teachers and went out of my way to get 
feedback from them We re talking five counties worth so a lot 
of people were basically saying the same thing I was And I 
wasn t really saying it to echo them I was saying it because of my 
own personal experience which m fact reflected what they were 
experiencing m the classroom 

Some of the education reforms or initiatives that you were in the 
Assembly for could sometimes divide the administrator and the 
teacher community But this package was one that they were a 
little more united on and you re saying mostly because of the 
sense of the amount of change being pushed 
Right You know what s interesting though also from a business 
You know there s an Education Business Roundtable Some 
of those folks were also saying—and this was echoed frankly by 
some of my Republican colleagues—you know it s fine to hold 
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people accountable and to say This is where we want you to be 
but trying to dictate to them how they are going to get there and 
achieve that goal was where we had the problem 

Lynn Leach and I—and she was the vice chair of the 
committee when I was chair of the committee and a Republican 
and she was a person that had a big business background—we both 
agreed that yes sure set the goals high but allow the local 
district who really knows their clientele their students to figure 
out how they re going to get there And essentially we agreed on 
that 

Sort of an ideological tenet of Republicans generally local 
controls So I can see where that would be a The California 
Teachers Association and other educational groups were obviously 
veiy focused on these What was your relationship with them 9 I 
mean you had been involved with them and actually been on their 
legislative review I can t remember review committees or 
Their state Council of Education their policymaking body Yes 
Well at that time as you say there was an education coalition and 
it wasn t just CTA [California Teachers Association] It was 
CSBA [California School Boards Association] it was ACSA 
[Association of California School Administrators] which is the 
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administrators group it was to some extent PTA as well Parent 
Teachers Association and a lot of other subgroups that kind of 
went around the building lobbying together on some of these 
things They agreed on a lot of this stuff on some of these big 
items 

Which is powerful if frequently they don t agree on things 
That s true And I think that they had some influence 
Why do you say PTA somewhat 9 How did that organization deal 
with this 9 

They came I mean they joined the education coalition as well 
and they were pretty much supportive of what that group was 
trying to do As you say there are some issues where some of 
these groups kind of go awry 

Right You alluded to early on I mean it seemed to me when 
I look back over this period of reform that as you and some of 
your other colleagues were kind of maybe sort of playing offense 
and defense sort of trying to change or modify bills that you 
thought were maybe a problem but then you also had items of 
your own as you mentioned earlier 

There were others Darrell Steinberg and others that also 
had issues that they were promoting and I want to talk a little bit 
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about that I guess for lack of a better word refer to them as more 
liberal concerns more liberal members of the Assembly He took 
up the issue of low performing schools I think it was m 2001 he 
had Assembly Bill 961 That seemed to have taken quite a bit of 
hammering out to get a bipartisan agreement on that 
Yes 

Can you talk a little bit What do you remember about that bill 
and battle? 

Well that bill was aimed at helping schools that were in dire 
straits basically that had all kinds of problems the number one 
problem being that m most cases they didn t have a whole lot of 
credentialed teachers They had teachers on emergency credentials 
or on waivers so that you know for starters your teacher being 
the most important factor in success they didn t have adequate 
staff And then on top of that these are high poverty schools these 
are schools where English as a second language is prevalent and 
these are schools that probably are needing up to date textbooks 
So when you combine all of those things together I mean you re 
heading for disaster 

So he wanted and had many meetings He wanted to figure 
out what was the formula for providing help for these particular 
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schools And of course the formula is they need more help they 
need more credentialed teachers and they need money you know 
They need counselors because in many cases some of these 
schools there s so many social problems going on at home that 
you kind of have to deal with that before you can get the kids ready 
to learn 

I remember he had several hearings and there were some 
schools that were low performing that had really brought their test 
scores up like in the course of a year I mean they were m the 
bottom two decimals and then the next year they were up m 
scoring 800 or 900 I remember he had a hearing one day and the 
schools that were very successful in radically increasing their 
scores came and talked to us And of course we asked them 
question How did you do it? 

Well come to find out m some cases how they did it was 
they restricted the kids time out of class They did away with 
physical education and they just drilled and hammered these kids 
six hours a day And that was an eye opener for me What it told 
me was that the test scores mattered so much that they were 
willing to do away with and throw out everything other than just 
the academic portion of the kids existence in school And that s 
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You know I just really had a problem with that To me 
physical education is equally important Arts music those types 
of programs impact a lot of kids that otherwise wouldn t do well 
And m many cases when you get the higher 

[End Tape 3 Side A] 

[Begin Tape 3 Side B] 

STROM MARTIN But Darrell you know his focus was on these schools that were 
especially problematic and putting together a package to meet 
their needs And also you know Senator [John] Vasconcellos 
also was focused on that 

ETTINGER I guess that episode those hearings might also have raised the 

specter of the ways m which high stakes exams were going to 
warp [things inspire] teaching to the test that sort of thing that 
people had had concerns about 

Your own things the bills you pushed were several You 
mentioned the textbooks earlier and trying to get the textbook 
funding and Davis and subsequent administrations were a little 
less generous about delivering on textbooks than had been planned 
But professional development was something that you launched 
into and I know it was in 2001 you pressed and got the passage of 
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Assembly Bill 466 which was S80 million in reading and math 
training for teachers and aides Was that an easy sell 9 A hard sell 9 
That one was not too difficult This was about training the 
teachers in the new standards so obviously it was something that 
was needed for even experienced teachers 
So it sort of had the blessings of the Davis administration going in 9 
Absolutely yes That was one of the governor s bills 
Back when 80 million didn t seem like very much money 
Right 

Another one I know was the school construction bonds issue 
Were those also things that were being carried on behalf of the 
administration 9 

No the school facilities bond was something that we knew we 
were facing because the infrastructure of our schools was m a very 
in a sad state of affairs and we needed a big big bond to cover all 
those needs Again we were talking about how do we equalize 
education for our kids Well one of the biggest equalizers is what 
about the school plant their surroundings their environment I 
visited tons of schools when I was a legislator m urban areas as 
well Fresno and down in Los Angeles and I went to some schools 
that were really sad state of affairs Oakland 
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So the bond was about trying to equalize just the 
environment for our kids making sure that they had a good school 
environment And new schools were desperately needed m many 
of our areas I mean as it turns out the majority of our schools 
were built before World War II 

Was there a fair measure of bipartisanship on some of those issues 
the professional development and the school bonds 9 
Well yes There was always the notion that Los Angeles was a 
case in and of itself because of the difficulty of finding a place to 
build a school m Los Angeles and the length of time it took once 
you got the money to see the school built So we dealt with those 
issues I think very well in our deliberations in the conference 
committee over the school facilities bond We hammered that out 
and hammered that out and hammered that out What we didn t 
want to do is give or at least have the perception that L A was 
going to get more than everybody else You know there was this 
Come on everybody s got to be equal here 

But we did carve out a certain amount of money to meet 
their needs because that s where all our low performing schools 
were in those crowded overly crowded schools where they didn t 
have adequate facilities or in many cases adequate teachers So 
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we did basically carve out in the school bond money for them but 
at the same time making sure that every other school was going to 
be able to participate And we had many schools that were kind of 
standing in line waiting You know they were in the queue 
waiting for their money for school construction 
You mentioned something earlier about emergency credentials 
and I wanted to talk about that a little bit as an issue When did it 
really emerge as a very big political issue 9 When did it really start 
gaining attention the problem of emergency credentials 9 Talk a 
little bit about that issue 

Well after class size reduction was implemented m 1995 there 
was a need for a lot more teachers because we were reducing the 
size of the classes in K through three 

Now California s always had thousands of people that have 
been on emergency credentials or waivers for whatever reason 
But after the class size reduction it exacerbated the whole problem 
and we saw a huge growth in the number of people that were 
basically under qualified In some cases these were people that 
were teaching outside of their subject area They had training but 
they weren t being trained for their subject area 
So teaching math and they have a social sciences background 
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Right And many of the teachers were going to school getting 
their credentials but were also teaching too So that s a huge 
burden on somebody teaching all day going to class at night I 
mean it s incredible 

So there was a lot of thought and a lot of discussion about 
alternative means of getting a credential and we heard of some 
good programs around the state from certain colleges that were 
having success I remember I had a hearing all about that at one 
point alternative methods of getting your credential how can we 
make it easier for people to get their credential Well of course 
we heard testimony that California s just so difficult Even when 
you come from another state you still have to take the CBEST 
[California Basic Educational Skills Test] you still have to do this 
and jump through that hoop It was difficult So we tried to kind 
of flesh that out and there were several bills that dealt with that 
issue 

Yes it was something that just sort of was already sort of a 
problem and just got much worse with the reforms 
It did 

Staying on education for a little while I want to get to the Master 
Plan but I wanted also to bring up something that was probably 
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one of the more memorable battles from your last year in the 
spring of 2002 the battle over Assembly Bill 2160 I think you co 
authored it with Jackie Goldberg and that really emerged as a 
rather high profile battle There s a lot to discuss there but maybe 
just start with the origins of the bill Was this something that had 
been an interest had come out of legislative committees with 
CTA? What were the origins of the bill? 

Well it was a CTA sponsored bill and basically it dealt with 
teacher empowerment giving teachers more of a voice especially 
in the climate that we were experiencing which was reform after 
reform after reform And teachers were feeling totally 
overwhelmed and I m sure at CTA they had many discussions 
about this and came up with this bill which would in fact allow 
teachers more of a voice in decision making And I just 
completely underestimated the reaction that some of these groups 
would have Of course the Administrators Association really just 
They were very very upset 
They went ballistic 

They went ballistic The school boards just thought this was an 
affront to their authority It s really a twenty first century idea 
and that s what I kept trying to say Look Boardrooms around 
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the nation are looking at this whole issue about empowering your 
workers because what they ve discovered in their infinite 
wisdom Fortune 500 companies that when you give your basic 
workers more decision making they become better workers They 
feel empowered They feel a part of something bigger than 
themselves And teachers in many cases not all cases but in 
many districts have basically been told what to do how to do it 
when to do it and not taking into account that they had a lot of 
expertise on their own and they could make decisions 

Now I came out of a situation where I taught where we did 
everything and we had an administrator who was not an 
authoritarian figure He was a facilitator for us and that s unusual 
really But I had expenenced the collegiahty of being able to come 
up with new curriculum to radically and I mean radically reform 
and restructuring the school that I attended and I worked at And it 
all came from teachers And as a result of that I m convinced it 
was very successful And it was successful for our clients And 
who were our clients 9 Our students 

So bottom line is if you don t provide the opportunity for 
teachers to genuinely get involved in what they re doing have a 
voice make decisions then that doesn t make for good school 
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climate and it doesn t trickle down to the kids What does trickle 
down to the kids is I m dissatisfied with my job They don t trust 
me 

So that s what this bill was attempting to do And I was 
very surprised at the reaction that it had because it saddened me 
because I realized that Gee we haven t come very far I mean 
we are now in the twenty first century but these people were 
unwilling to give up their authority is what it amounted to I think 
and not for the good of the student Of course the way it was 
touted in the news in the press was that This is a power grab by 
the teachers and all they care about is themselves when m fact 
what it really boils down to is a better situation for the kids And I 
know that for a fact because that s what I experienced 
I experienced it as it was happening of course and read the paper 
and it was amazing the degree to which even the relatively liberal 
to moderate newspapers such as the Bee Sacramento Bee took 
you and the other supporters to task in a very personal and focused 
way I mean they were putting the Assembly committee on the 
editorial pages with their pictures and talking about them as 
stooges of the CTA as a power grab enemies of public education 
I mean this is from a relatively moderate voice The reaction 
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against it it really got framed more as being about beholden 
legislators to special interests It really got framed sort of as a 
special interest story at least by the Bee 

Right And the irony for me is that yes CTA backed the bill and 
brought it up but I was coming at it from my own personal 
experience nothing to do with what CTA wanted I felt that it was 
groundbreaking legislation 

You expected a little bit of a battle I mean you couldn t have 
been too surprised by the close votes barely trying to get it 
through 

As it turned out Jackie never even brought it up on the Assembly 
floor After talking with the Speaker she realized that she did not 
have the votes in our own Democratic caucus and that s because it 
was such a nasty scenario that many of the people that I think 
would have actually voted for it just said Hey I m not going to 
have anything to do with this This is just too nasty for me And 
unfortunately Wayne Johnson who was the president of the 
Teachers Association at the time did not back down at all and it 
was not finessed very well 

But at least the dialogue started to happen and I began to 
have dialogues in my office I remember Roy Romer sitting in my 
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office and trying to tell him Look I m talking to you as a 
teacher not as a legislator now and I m telling you what s worked 
for me 

So anyway I imagine that it s probably not dropped I 
don t know if she brought it up again this year but I know that she 
told me when I left I m not going to let it go I m going to bring 
it up again 

But of course an enlightened school district can do this 
already and it is happening from time to time and it did happen m 
my district You know the idea that this would be something that 
would be negotiated was very very scary for people 
Well for whatever reason the Administrators Association just got 
out of the blocks faster or something because it really ended up 
being a very interesting development that spring 
It was and it really caught me off guard but oh well [laughs] 
Live and learn Let s talk about another thing maybe the final 
point about education for now It s also very interesting your 
involvement in redrafting the Master Plan [for Education] At the 
beginning I talked about this as just being really a kind of unique 
historical moment where education was getting a whole lot of 
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attention and into that was added this project to redraft 
California s unusual Master Plan for Education 

I wanted to just have you talk a little bit about the 
experience if you would You were vice chair on that committee 
First of all since part of this project is about process what was the 
process? What was the process for that redrafting? 

STROM MARTIN Well again I think that the first Master Plan for Education had to 
do with higher education and that was started back m 1960 and 
every decade it was updated only talking about higher ed 
community college system the CSU [California State University] 
system the UC [University of California] system But it occurred 
to us that we should be talking about K even pre K through 
university system because you know it s all important In fact 
what happens down at pre K level m many cases determines what 
happens in higher education or if you re even going to go that far 
So it was expanded greatly to include pre K through higher ed and 
it was a huge undertaking 

I think that it came also out of the frustration that gee the 
legislature keeps coming up with these new reforms and they keep 
getting sent down to the district Here s this reform and Oh 
by the way why don t you do it this way And it was one thing 
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after another In fact I had people saying Would you stop 
already with this reform stuff 7 We can t take it anymore We can 
only deal adequately with a couple things at a time 

So the notion that the State of California probably needed 
some kind of a map as to where are we going to go and how are we 
going to deal with the education as it pertains to a life long pursuit 
we need a map we need a way of guiding us And if we have 
something like that we can use it as a tool and we could point to it 
every time somebody came up with a new reform and we could 
say to them Oh does this reform fit m with our map our plan? 
And that s what it was supposed to be kind of a blueprint or a 
map 

So things would be less ad hoc 
Yes Right The puzzle pieces would have to fit into a 
prearranged framework That was the notion So that s what we 
started doing and the process was such that it included people 
from all over the state mostly people that You know 
education stakeholders business teachers principals parents you 
name it 


ETTINGER 


So different committees and you had a fair amount of staff 7 



STROM MARTIN Yes Well actually the staff was pretty much limited but then we 
did have this committee structure I think there were about seven 
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committees each one taking on a certain policy issue and there 
were people within those committees that took on the leadership 
role But there weren t that many staff people actually Stephen 
Blake was the key person and then there were some others 
These committees would meet every month for a year I 
think and came up with their first drafts of some of these policies 
And then the legislative members would come and meet with them 
to hear their reports and that s how it worked 

Many of us tried to get to every one of these meetings but 
there were some people that could only sketchily get to them So 
there wasn t a whole lot of continuity I don t think I would have 
liked to have seen more continuity among the legislative members 
But the people that were involved in the working groups as they 
were called they were really really vested in it 
I m not sure who was making the appointments for those*? Who 
was forming these committees'? Was it you and your co chair*? 
Actually staff pretty much sought out the people We did give 


suggestions you know the members of the Master Plan 



ETTINGER 
STROM MARTIN 


ETTINGER 

STROM MARTIN 
ETTINGER 


119 


Committee I submitted names Obviously my thing was I wanted 
to make sure a lot of rural input was 
That s what I was going to ask you 

Yes And so I submitted some names And every stakeholder 
group was also involved and many of them attended as observers 
even if they weren t on the working group 

And from there we came up with a draft and then after we 
had the draft we put it out for public comment We even had an 
online dialogue going so people could read some of this stuff 
online and there were conversations going on So I mean I think 
we really tried to be as inclusive as possible in terms of getting 
people s attention about this because we wanted input 
Were you pretty happy with the outcome 9 We 11 talk in a second 
about the political timing of it all because that ended up being a 
real disaster I think 
Yes 

The principal outcomes were talking about the problem of 
emergency credentials was one of the things talking about 
expanding preschool full day kindergarten I remember that 


STROM MARTIN That was one of the suggestions 
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The[re were] other ones college faculty modifications trying to 
get more expert faculty as well Were you proud of that project 9 
Did it do what you had hoped it would do 9 
I think it was as good as it could get being it was such a huge 
undertaking As I said there was a real attempt to draw people 
into the process I mean anybody could have supplied feedback 
on the first draft I know as a person who was on the committee I 
went out into my legislative district and held three or four different 
hearings to get more input on the Master Plan and had real good 
turnout at all of those hearings so I felt like at least I did my job 
representing northern California m getting the feedback 

So I really think that while a document like that can never 
satisfy everybody obviously I think the attempt to in the process 
to make it open and inclusive was a good one and I m proud of 
that 

I guess it remains to be seen the degree to which future legislators 
look on it as a 

Right Well Dede Alpert who was the chair and who really 
pushed the thing since 1999 she s going to be termed out after 
next year and it s too bad about that See again term limits 
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Because when she s gone I don t know who s going to be the one 
that s going to say Hey remember this? 

Who s going to feel a sense of ownership about it? 

Right And Vasconcellos as well He s going to be gone and he 
was a big part of the discussion Richard Alarcon took a great 
interest in it as well So we 11 be leaving this document will be 
there I think it s worthy and obviously it s supposedly serving 
the puipose of guiding us for the next ten years as far as education 
is concerned 

It must have been frustrating for you and for a lot of the people that 
were involved in that project to be undertaking it in the midst of 
the unfolding energy crisis which very quickly became I 
mean most people realized right away what that was going to 
mean for spending priorities in California and month after month 
And it must have been a little discouraging to came away with a 
consensus that preschool for instance expanding preschool 
coverage is a good idea and to have this document arrive at the 
moment when that is just as unfeasible financially after this date as 
possible 

Right Yes Obviously a lot of the suggestions involved a 


financial commitment that we re not up to not even now But 
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again it was done to try to help guide us m the future so the future 
is still there 

But yes the energy crisis was just an all encompassing 
disaster and I know that in our Assembly caucus we spent an 
inordinate amount of time on it Bob Hertzberg was the Speaker at 
the time and he organized us in committee groups working on 
various aspects of it We tried to do a lot of outreach because it s 
hard to explain to people why it was happening We suspected all 
along that it was something that was happening because of a little 
political retribution And since Enron s now bankrupt we re 
showing what really did happen I think people are understanding 
it better But it was very difficult at the time to try to explain to 
people why all of a sudden these rates were going up and the 
capacity was down I mean it was just very bizarre 
On a practical level how was your distnct impacted 9 Were there 
rolling blackouts up there 9 
Not too much 

Price was more the issue for them the costs 9 

Yes I think so It was the worry about future costs We didn t 


have rolling blackouts like they did in San Diego 
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Then m the wake of that you begin to see on the education front 
that a number of things that had gotten introduced in previous 
years are now not in Davis budgets in the wake of the blackouts 
and one that we talked about a little before the tape today was the 
Healthy Start Program a program that was funded It seemed to be 
a very successful You actually wrote an op ed piece I think in 

Sac Bee 

The Sac Bee about it 

Just to back up a couple of seconds I also wrote an op ed piece 
about A B 2160 And the reason they didn t print it was because 
the day before they had published my op ed piece on the Healthy 
Start Program coincidentally 

Anyway yes that was a real blow because in rural 
communities the Healthy Start Program is just essential We re 
talking about providing services for not only kids but families and 
communities 

Let s shift a little bit and talk off the education issue for a second 
about other things that you were involved in m your years in the 
Assembly I don t think we touched on this last time we may have 
started it was the effort to get better telephone access to coastal 
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California This was A B 140 the year it passed which was 2001 
2002 But talk a little bit about the origins of that and the effort to 
get it through 

STROM MARTIN I had had a hearing up in Crescent City in Del Norte County 
specifically on the issue of telecommunications rural 
telecommunications because we discovered that there were many 
communities not just in my district but in other parts of the state 
that did not have hard lines for telephones for regular telephones 
They were either operating on a cell phone of some kind or some 
kind of a radio situation And the idea being that gee how does a 
community operate without phones 9 

I had a school that didn t have phones Whale Gulch School 
The community was trying to get the lines in but nobody was 
willing to pay for it So we wracked our brains and tried to figure 
out how we could come up with a fund that small communities 
could apply for grants and put their telephone lines m And so we 
came up with this fund that everybody turns out pays in their 
telephone bill anyway and appropriated $10 million for it At the 
hearing we had testimony from people who said This is really 
going to make a difference in our lives if we re able to have 
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phones It s health security we can even have a business 
possibly and it really will make a difference 

When I first broached the idea with the Senate Utilities 
Committee they were very suspicious of me and said Well you 
know those people just moved up into your district because they 
wanted to get away from civilization so they have to learn to live 
with their decision They could have lived in a suburban area or an 
urban area but they chose 
Why should we subsidize them 9 

Yes So I said Look A lot of these people are from families that 
have lived in these areas for generations So Rod Wnght from 
South Central Los Angeles flew up for this hearing and he was 
able to hear it from the locals and he grew to understand the 
issues so I had an advocate there 

But the first time through it got vetoed I think The Public 
Utilities Commission had some sort of Or there was some 
worry about this money 

Yes that was the mam worry Actually it was vetoed because the 
governor wasn t sure The money set aside to help 
communities gain access for telecommunications but it had 
nothing to do with 
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ETTINGER It had to do with installing 

STROM MARTIN Yes it didn t have anything to do with actually installing these 
lines for telephone service so they wanted to make sure that the 
money wasn t taken out of one pot to supply another pot So we 
put in language to that effect 

You should know that the PUC [Public Utilities 
Commission] still I believe hasn t approved the regulation as to 
how that s all going to get fleshed out There s going to be an 
advisory committee that looks at the applications so they ve had to 
set up criteria for who in fact would be eligible For instance 
what does it mean by small community all these definitions 9 So 
it s still not operable But Regina Costa m TURN [The Utility 
Reform Network] has been e mailing me the last couple of 
months so it should be pretty soon 
ETTINGER The wheels move slowly 

STROM MARTIN Very slowly 

ETTINGER Another issue and again it relates to rural concerns is there were a 

number of bills over the course of your career [relating to] medical 
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care medical professionals Early on I remember seeing one about 

coordinated health planning among county agencies 

Yes 

Another one on preserving critical access hospitals In your last 
session one on the pharmacy shortage I just wanted to ask you to 
comment on any of them if you d like but to ask a little bit about 
the process about how these moved onto your agenda basically 
and the process by which these came to be a big concern of yours 
Well again it s looking at the issue of healthcare from a rural 
perspective and how difficult it is to maintain a rural clinic how 
there s a shortage of pharmacists up and down the state but there s 
even more of a shortage m rural areas Access to specialized care 
is more difficult m a rural area 

I ve co authored a bill with George Runner the two of us 
which basically didn t really supply money but said that the state 
would help aid doctors to fly up to rural areas to do specialized 
care on [children and people with severe dental problems] In this 
case there was a young girl who needed very specialized dental 
care that couldn t get it in her rural area so what to do? Well 
some doctors got together and just decided to do these flights up to 
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rural areas on occasion and then they d see a variety of patients 
who weren t otherwise getting that care 

So whatever problem you re having in an urban or suburban 
area you re probably having even a worse problem in a rural area 
just because of the time it takes to get there and just the lack of 
having enough people to support So always looking for 
opportunities to help in these rural areas 

Things like this would come to your attention largely by [way of 
the] county Board of Supervisors or a local medical society or 
Yes I kept in touch with a lot of my doctors and we knew where 
all the rural clinics were visited those heard from them I used to 
go out and kind of investigate these situations and so a lot of this 
came from those dialogues I had with people when I visited 
With field office staff too I guess 
And the field office staff were always out amongst the 
constituents 

I was just wading through a lot of the fax transmitted press 
clippings from your staff which seemed to do a very thorough job 
of keeping you abreast of all sorts of things 
Yes I would read some seven eight nine different papers every 
day and because I had the three district offices they were always 
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clipping and faxing those to us So every night I d go home with a 
big stack 

Keeping I guess on the theme of representing a rural district We 
talked a little bit about economic development and there s a 
variety of things that you earned ranging from bills to allow 
farmers and ranchers to allow boarders and lodging [stay with 
them] 

Home stays 

Home stays One that got a lot of press and I know probably was 
a very frustrating one was the issue of hemp You undertook what 
was really a kind of Herculean effort to get hemp studied and by 
the time you were done you and your staff probably knew a lot 
more about hemp than you ever thought you would If I m not 
mistaken I know two at least three bills battles that you did The 
last m 2002 the UC study was vetoed by Davis Talk a little 
about that It rose out of a constituent problem with hemp imports 
wasn t that the issue 9 

Actually it rose out of my own interest the whole story of why 
industrial hemp which is not the kind that causes you to get high 
was lumped together in an act of Congress in 1937 with marijuana 
Before that time it was grown all over farmers would grow it 
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And it has so many different uses it s a very diverse plant You 
can use it for fuel or for fiber for cloth or for food I did a lot of 
reading on it to find out why it was made illegal to begin with and 
basically it had a lot to do with William Randolph Hearst wanting 
to protect his accounts for paper because he owned forests 

But anyway it didn t really grow out of any constituent 
problem I just did it on my own because I just thought it was so 
ridiculous that industrial hemp which is a great product we re 
importing it from China we re importing it from Canada it s legal 
to grow in Europe all over and apparently the United States is the 
only place that considers it some kind of a drug still It s on the 
DEA s [Drug Enforcement Administration] list as a controlled 
substance and it s harmless 

So come to find out with my interests—and I did this 
resolution back m 99 I think which did pass by a bare majority— 
there is an Industrial Hemp Association in California and it s 
basically made up of all these retailers who sell hemp items 
whether it s soap whether it s a health bar whether it s fabric 
made out of hemp They re all having to pay import fees because 
they have to get it from Canada or wherever I even have a 
monastery up m Mendocino and the nuns have to go to San 



131 


Francisco once a year to buy bolts of it off a boat from China 
because they make their habits out of this wonderful cloth It s just 
great 

So I just felt like it would be a great asset for agriculture 
Now I did talk to my Farm Bureau president about it and he said 
You know we re a very conservative organization he said but 
yeah you re probably right it probably could be another tool in 
our toolbox something else that we could grow And there s 
definitely a market a growing market for it 

So anyway I attempted to finally do a study which would 
lump hemp and kenaf and there was one other fiber plant together 
and ask the UC Extension [Service] to basically study it as to its 
viability as an economic advantage for farmers And it was 
vetoed because I think it s because it says hemp and I really 
believe that so many people are uninformed that it just needs an 
education campaign Now I managed to educate pretty much all 
the legislators when I was there We took in samples we gave 
them literature we had a number of little events where we invited 
people to come and see the car that was run by hemp oil kind of 
diesel fuel and all that So we managed to kind of get our foot in 
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the door a little bit but not successful in terms of even wanting to 
study it 

I imagine there were more than a few jokes about the north coast 
Of course yes I had to get over that But ultimately Congress is 
going to have to persuade the DEA to take it off of that controlled 
substance list and then it will probably be OK 
It s an interesting sort of battle to have engaged in Very 
educational right about the power of that word and associations at 
that particular time Objectively you think it makes no sense 
We talked about the environment last time and the 
Headwaters and a little bit about the Jackson Demonstration 
Forest and a couple of other things but we didn t talk much about 
the fishing industry either commercial or recreational You 
worked on the Joint Fisheries Committee you had a few bills 
That s an industry that sometimes as is often the case was at 
cross purposes with other industries In particular the fishing 
industry had interests in water and runoff water that differed from 
timber and ranching And you got in the middle of some of those 
issues Who were your key connections in the fishing industry 
and could you talk a little bit about your efforts there what your 
goals were for your district for that industry as you saw it 9 
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handed down to me from a series of north coast legislators starting 
with Barry Keene who created it and then Dan Hauser Mike 
Thompson and then myself I wasn t really very knowledgeable 
about fishing especially commercial fishing I mean my dad used 
to go trout fishing I used to accompany him 

So I learned a whole lot about the commercial fishing 
industry especially in the north coast And there are several ports 
there and they re just not doing too well Commercial fishing is 
down and there s some who think that basically the fishermen 
should just give it a rest for a while so some of these species can 
come back And of course on top of that then you have the Coho 
salmon Chinook and the steelhead trout all being on the 
endangered list in my district 

So traditionally fishermen and loggers kind of were one 
group spoke with one voice on the north coast but as streams 
began to become impaired from sediment and runoff due to not 
only logging but also cattle ranching and the habitat began to be 
diluted and destroyed then of course the fish didn t come back 
Sports fishing and commercial fishing both were really impaired 
by that So it really has only been m the last decade even less than 
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ten years that commercial fishermen have really spoken out 
against some of these practices because as I said before these 
were the resource extraction people that kind of spoke with one 
voice 

So I tried to support the efforts of the fishermen I have 
several ports in Crescent City in Eureka in Fort Bragg and 
Bodega Bay and these are folks that have been doing this for 
generation after generation and they re really afraid that it s going 
to die out and they re not going to be able to hand it down to their 
sons or daughters And in fact that s happening because of the 
depletion of the resource 

So we would hold our annual hearings and hear from people 
not only in the north coast but all the way from San Diego and 
they have a very different scenario down there But I tried to listen 
and help out where I could especially when it came to forest 
practices because they do in fact have a direct impact on 
fishermen and their livelihood 

The situation with the Klamath [River] that happened last 
year was a classic example of farming versus fishing the farmers 
m that area getting the majority of the water and with the flows 
being lessened down at the [estuary of the river] there were 30 000 
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fish that died because of the low flow and the warmth of the water 
and then disease that took many of those fish I went up there and 
saw it It was just a disaster So it s competing interests really It 
really is And there are solutions But it s a real sad situation 
really to see that resource depleted 

It must be difficult when you have your fisheries hearings or you 
get correspondence from groups and they I m sure in some cases 
are asking for things that you don t feel like you can really give 
them in terms of restrictions on logging or things that are going to 
adversely affect other parts of the district 

The Klamath River episode also brought in another dynamic 
which is unique to your district which is the Native American 
population The largest Native American population in the state if 
I m not mistaken is in your district What kind of support did you 
give them and relations and interest did you 
I had a good relationship with all the tribal groups The Native 
Americans on the Klamath River have fishing rights that date pre 
U S Constitution really and are recognized but they have really 
gotten the short end of the stick 

Again I had a hearing specifically with all the tribes in my 
district to talk about economic development what they were trying 
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to do to support themselves to become self sufficient other than 
casinos I have a number of casinos m my district but they aren t 
huge operations Many of them were doing a lot of other things to 
try to make a living So we had an open dialogue and always had 
a good relationship with them 

Demographically casinos in terms of demographically and just 

the space of the casinos aren t really ever going to be a 

Well unfortunately I mean there are some Las Vegas interests 

right now that are looking at a casino m Sonoma County but the 

kinds of facilities that are in let s say Lake County and up m 

Crescent City they re relatively small and they don t make a huge 

impact on the environment But this new one that s being 

proposed is going to be huge if in fact it goes through 

There s one other fisheries related bill m your last session that had 

to do with transgenic fish 

Right 

Can you say a few words about that bill and that battle? 

Well there was a package of bills there were three of them having 
to do with transgenic fish and these are fish that are genetically 
altered My fear was that like the Atlantic salmon up m British 
Columbia if we were farming them or producing them they could 
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get loose and they would interbreed with wild fish And one thing 
we do want to do is make sure that our wild stocks are pure 

So all my particular bill said was that if these were going to 
be coming into the state and if they were going to be marketed 
that they had to have a label saying this is a transgenic fish 
genetically altered fish And of course Monsanto and some of 
those companies saw this as a slippery slope for their agricultural 
plants and didn t want this to happen at all So the big boys came 
in on that one and I don t believe I even had a quorum at the Ag 
Committee to even vote on the bill as it turned out 
Biotechnology lobbyists 
Very big yes Very big 

I just had a few other issues to touch base on real quickly unless 
there are other things we haven t talked about that occur to you 
One thing we ve touched on here and there is the issue of term 
limits You went in and went out in the era of term limits so in a 
sense your perspective on it is different from somebody who had 
been there longer But maybe if you could just comment on the 
ways now as an outsider on how you view them and how you 
think this is affecting the Assembly as an institution 
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STROM MARTIN Well mostly I would say that term limits are a negative thing and 
I say that because I ve seen what s happened to the Assembly It s 
become pretty divisive I don t think it s very pleasant to be an 
Assembly member these days because you re m there for such a 
short period of time and you find yourself running against a 
colleague for a seat or competing against them In the past of 
course you could be an assemblyperson for a long time as long as 
you continue to get reelected and you could establish yourself and 
become effective 

Now you get in and what I ve seen is that people just being 
elected freshly elected they re freshmen are already looking at 
what their next political aspiration might be In most cases that s 
Senate or Congress 

So I don t think it serves constituents well because their 
representatives are not focused so much on policy and constituency 
duties as they are on Where s my next job coming from 9 And 
you do have to plan ahead and you always have to be thinking 
several years ahead if you re going to be in this business of being a 
public servant 

On the other hand I can say that had it not been for term 


limits I wouldn t have ever been elected to the legislature 



139 


because for one thing I would never have probably challenged 
Dan Hauser who had served fourteen years before me and I 
thought he did a fine job And Dan would probably still be there 
because he really enjoyed his job 

So it s bad I think for the most part in terms of the 
constituents and serving them because I don t think people are 
focused on their job as much But on the other hand it did provide 
opportunities for not only an ordinary teacher but other people 
from all walks of life I mean if you look at that legislature today 
it looks like the state of California You have all minority groups 
in there people from various backgrounds whether they own a 
[business] or dry cleaners or whether they were a lawyer There 
aren t as many lawyers in the legislature In fact it s looking to me 
like a lot of people who have worked for a legislator then go and 
run for that seat So people who have gotten experience as a 
staffer in the Capitol are now running for office which is actually 
a very very good background for being a legislator 

But I mean I served with chiropractors and nurses and 
retail store owners and business people and lawyers and what 
have you and I think it s very healthy to have that kind of a 
perspective Certainly women have benefited from it and the 
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Latino population [m the Legislature] is reflective of our state 
which is the way it should be 

Were you active in the Women s Caucus and was it an effective 
group 9 

I chaired the Women s Caucus for a year We d share it Yes 
very active in the Women s Caucus 

Do you think it was a pretty effective group when you were there 9 
It got more effective I saw it grow every year to the point now 
they actually have a web page and take stands on issues collective 
stands on issues and where possible Republican women and 
Democratic women can coalesce around an issue and show 
support In fact we were very successful m getting childcare 
funding increased one year basically because we went and told the 
Speaker we weren t going to vote for the final budget until we got 
that So as a collective group 
That was a bipartisan move 9 

Yes As a collective group we had a lot of power So yes its 
gotten a lot stronger and a lot more effective 
Any notions now about your plans political plans or otherwise 9 
Well I m very seriously considering running for the Senate seat in 


2006 and unfortunately that would mean I would have to run 
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against a former colleague of mine who I supported when she ran 
It s very unfortunate and I see that being replicated a lot I know a 
lot of people that are facing off against one another right now and 
they re trying to work together but at the same time they re 
already opponents 

That is a real complicating wrinkle in the legislative process I m 
sure 

It is Looking out for number one the whole time 
Thank you very much for your time 
You re welcome 

I don t know if there s anything else we didn t touch on 
Well I m sure there are a lot of things but that s OK 


[End Tape 4 Side A] 



